
Dear Member

Welcome to this News Bulletin from the International Institute of Marine Surveying (IIMS). 
This bulletin is available in PDF format from the IIMS website. It aims to keep members and 
non members up to date with information on a monthly basis. Members are encouraged 
to share and forward this newsletter to colleagues, who they think might like to join the 
Institute. For more information about the Institute visit: www.iims.org.uk
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Your 25th Anniversary Conference needs you!
Herringham Hall at Regent’s University, 
Muscavado Hall at the Museum of London 
Docklands and The Old Library at Lloyd’s are 
the three iconic London venues chosen to host 
the two day IIMS 25th Anniversary Conference, 
Awards and Gala Dinner on 31 August and 
1 September 2016. You are invited to attend 
and will be most wel-come to celebrate the 
Institute’s Silver Jubilee.

You can reserve your place right up until mid 
August, but if you can book early it will help 
head office prepare things better such as 
conference packs in timely fashion.

There has been slight modification to the 
Thursday conference schedule. At 11.40 
Nathalie Rousseau, Chief Executive Officer, 
Windfire Benelux BVBA will present; and the 
day will conclude with a panel discussion. 

To reserve your place at Conference email us at: 
info@iims.org.uk, call us on +44 (0) 23 9238 5223, 
or use the link below to access the online form. 
We’ll do the rest and invoice you. 

Follow this link for full details:
http://www.iims.org.uk/whats-on/ 
25th-anniversary-conference-2016
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Awards deadline  
fast approaching
The special IIMS Awards for Excellence in 
Marine Surveying will be presented at the 
Conference on 31 August at Regent’s University 
by Sir Alan Massey, Chief Executive of the 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency. Sir Alan will 
take this opportunity to make a short key note 
address to the assembled audience.

Speaking recently about the awards, IIMS 
CEO, Mike Schwarz, said, “The chance to be 
shortlisted or to win one of the IIMS Silver 
Jubilee Awards for Excellence, and to be 
recognised by your industry and peers alike, is 
an exciting prospect and one not to be missed. 
Imagine the marketing boost such an accolade 
might give your business; but you have to 
nominate yourself, or be nominated.” 

Nominations will formally close on 30 June, 
so act now to ensure you make a nomination. 
Remember in some categories you may (and 
should) self nominate, or you can nominate 
someone else for an award. We would 
particularly welcome more nominations in 
the customer focus, best web site and most 
effective use of social media awards. All you 
have to do is to follow the link to this page  
and make your nominations now:

http://www.iims.org.uk/whats-on/ 
iims-silver-jubilee-awards

New IIMS celebratory  
‘Silver Jubilee’ tie
In case you missed it last month, IIMS has 
designed and released a new tie for members 
to celebrate the Institute’s twenty fifth 
anniversary. It has a special reference to the 
significant date on it (1991 - 2016) as well as 
the wording ‘Silver Jubilee’ either side of the 
Institute’s logo. 

The new IIMS tie is now available. The price 
is just £15 + 20% VAT plus p&p. Contact IIMS 
head office to place your order now. If you are 
planning to attend the IIMS 25th Anniversary 
Conference in London, we hope to see you 
wearing the new tie!
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IIMS India 25th  
Anniversary Conference
IIMS India Branch has finalised its plans for 
a special one day Conference and dinner 
to recognise and celebrate the Institute’s 
25th anniversary and silver jubilee. The date 
is set as Wednesday 5 October. The venue 
is the splendid The Lalit Hotel in Mumbai, 
located close to the international airport. 
More details about the programme and 
arrangements will follow soon.

Speaking about this initiative, IIMS India 
Branch Regional Director said, “We are 
delighted to be able to announce our 
conference intentions and will put on an event 
fitting of this special occasion. I invite all IIMS 
India Branch members to try to be present, 
but extend a warm welcome to the wider IIMS 
community. You are also most welcome.”

June Report  
Magazine published
One of the most thought provoking issues of 
The Report Magazine ever published might 
be a good way to sum up the June Report 
magazine, which is available to read in PDF  
or e-reader format now.  See:   
http://www.iims.org.uk/media/the-report-magazine

At 72 pages it is also the largest publication 
ever put out by the Institute. Special feature 
articles have been commissioned including 
one on the future of autonomous ships by 
Rolls-Royce and another entitled ‘Revenge 
of the sailboat: Are unconventional wind 
powered vessels in our future?’   Capt Ruchin 
Dayal updates the information on the IMSBC 
Code and Jeffrey Casciani-Wood tackles the 
subject of pitting. ‘Is a fibreglass boat safe to 
go to sea?’ by Hugo DuPlessis will really make 
you think. 

Also published is Peter Clements’s obituary. 
He was an early member of IIMS, known to 
many, and the sad news of his parting reached 
IIMS recently. Throw in a health mix of member 
and topical marine news and this is certainly 
an issue of The Report not to be missed.



RNLI and IIMS joint training
On Wednesday 25 May, a group of nearly 30 IIMS 
members met at the impressive Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) headquarters and training facility 
at Poole in Dorset, UK. Their mission? Firstly to have a 
close look first hand at the RNLI All-weather Lifeboat 
Centre and the various workshops to see the activities 
going on. Then after lunch, the group combined with 
the RNLI surveyors at their conference for an invaluable 
afternoon of training and knowledge sharing.

RNLI Director, Angus Watson, welcomed the group  
and said how much he hoped the two organisations 
could work together more closely going forward.

During the tour around the All-Weather Lifeboat 
Centre, IIMS members saw: 

•  Two boat halls with flexible bays for manufacturing and 
maintaining lifeboats

•  Component manufacturing area

•  Launch, recovery and boat storage area

•  Paint preparation area with built in extraction system  
and heat curing facility

•  Workshop for supporting the RNLI inshore training fleet

IIMS CEO, Mike Schwarz, kicked off the afternoon 
session when he spoke about the latest news from the 
Institute and the importance of surveyor standards. 
Iain Walbridge from RNLI followed him and covered 
the topic of how the RNLI analyses and monitors ALB 
stability. Next to speak was John Excell, who gave a 
refresher on report writing including key components, 
tips, advice and layouts. After a short break for coffee, 
Dave Steel and Gary Venning from RNLI talked about a 
general understanding into the background and lessons 
learnt practicing Condition Based Maintenance. And 
finally, IIMS stalwart, Capt John Noble rounded the day 
off with advice on accident investigations. 

The IIMS wishes to pass on its gratitude to all those at 
RNLI who helped to make the day such a special and 
memorable one, in particular Richard Morris for his 
considerable efforts.

As a mark of respect for the fantastic work RNLI does 
and to thank them for their hospitality, John Excell, IIMS 
Chairman of Yacht & Small Craft Surveying, presented a 
donation cheque for £500 on behalf of the Institute.



See you at Seawork later this 
month at the Small Craft 
Surveyors Forum seminar 
IIMS and the Marine Surveying Academy has 
a strong presence at Seawork 2016 this year 
(southampton 14-16 June – see:  http://www.seawork.com) 
and we very much look forward to meeting 
IIMS members and others on stand P6. Thanks 
to John Kilhams, who is managing and 
running the stand once more for the Institute.

The schedule and speakers have been finalised 
for the annual Seawork seminar organised by 
the Small Craft Surveyors Forum, of which IIMS 
is a key member.

The programme is varied, starting at 13.00 on 
Wednesday 15 June and finishing at 16.30. 
There are four presentations. The event, which 
will be delivered onboard the vessel Ocean 
Scene within the show, is free to attend. 
However, you are requested to reserve your 
place in advance online at 
https://form.jotformeu.com/60963526462359

The programme details are as follows:

13.00  Assemble onboard Ocean Scene

13.10  Introduction and welcome by Mike 
Schwarz, CEO IIMS followed by:

 The need to enhance surveyor standards
 The IIMS accreditation programme for 

CMID inspections (Common Marine 
Inspection Document).

13.40  IMCA’s Marine Inspection for Small 
Workboats. Adding value not cost 
to small vessel safety management 
system inspections. Chris Baldwin, IMCA 
Technical Adviser

14.20  Tea/coffee break

14.40  Workboat Cranes and Stability. Chris 
Baker from Marine Data, Isle of Man will 
talk about his experience with cranes on 
workboats – both installing and moving 
lifting devices, as well as including them 
in stability calculations; and he will 
present a couple of case histories.

15.30  The importance of surveying workboat 
coatings. Heather Morton, Production 
Co-ordinator at Jeremy Rogers Design 
Ltd, will look at the different materials 
and coatings a surveyor will encounter.

16.30  Conclusion and close

From 16.30 to 18.00 immediately after the Small Craft Surveyors Forum training session, IIMS is running 
a joint seminar with the Nautical Institute Solent Branch. The seminar is entitled “Collecting Evidence: 
Where the surveyor and mariner can work together” by Henry Rawcliffe. This joint seminar looks at the 
respective issues in evidence collection; first with the shipboard aspect and second, how the surveyor 
(small craft and commercial) might go about the business of collecting and preserving evidence.

There is no charge for attending either seminar.



Video Conferencing  
will break down  
geographical boundaries 
IIMS has been experimenting with video 
conferencing (vc) for a while and has assessed 
various options. After several weeks of testing, 
the Zoom vc software platform has been 
chosen. It is simple to use and makes holding 
online conferences and meetings a pleasure. 

So why use vc you might ask? Since the 
formation of IIMS Canada Branch with 
members dispersed around a huge territory 
on the west and east coast several time zones 
apart, Zoom was enabled for the inaugural 
meeting. Since then the new committee has 
held a couple of meetings by vc. It has proved 
to be highly beneficial. 

The recent Certifying Authority meeting held 
in the UK was opened up for delegates to join 
by vc.

Watch out as we roll out this technology 
to enable everyone in the IIMS family to 
potentially benefit from this initiative. For 
example, it means we could offer a series of 
short and targeted seminars and training 
workshops accessible by members around the 
world all available from the comfort of your 
own home or office.

In terms of the technology required, it is 
simple. All you need is a PC, tablet, laptop, or 
smart phone, plus a built in microphone and 
access to reasonable internet connection.

IIMS Canada Branch 
committee elections
It took some time to get there, but finally at 
the inaugural meeting held at the Mission to 
Seafarers in Vancouver on 30 April, the IIMS 
Canada branch was formally born. At that 
meeting, which was opened and chaired 
by Regional Director, Capt Andrew Korek, 
pending the election of officers, the Branch 
Constitution was adopted. 

The elections resulted in the formation of the 
IIMS Canada Branch committee as follows:

Chairman: Ed O’Connor
Secretary: Alistair Beaton
Treasurer: Jostein Hoddevik
Committee member (West): Ian Hopkinson
Committee member (East): Said Nassif
Drew Korek will continue in his unelected 
position of Regional Director.

IIMS Membership 
Travel Service scheme
Norad Travel Group is running the Membership 
Travel Service scheme for IIMS members. The 
scheme offers a range of exclusive benefits for 
IIMS members only.

The Norad team of Marine Specialists are based 
in their Liss (UK) European Headquarters.  
They operate alongside their Global partners 
in Greece, The Philippines, India, UK, Ukraine, 
South Africa and Australia. Norad Travel 
Management holds marine fare contracts with 
all major airlines.

Why not make contact for a quotation for your 
travel requirements? Norad’s UK office can take 
your telephone calls on +44 (0) 1730 894700 
from 08.30-18.00 (GMT) Monday to Friday, or 
any time by email on: marine@noradtravel.biz 
or see the website: 

http://iims.org.uk/membership/ 
membership-benefits/ 

iims-membership-travel-service
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Contact the IIMS  
Head Office team

As always, the IIMS head office team 
are here to help you on any matters 

relating to your membership or 
education needs. Please contact the 

appropriate person as follows:

 membership@iims.org.uk: for all membership enquiries (Jan Cox)

 ca@iims.org.uk: contact for all Certifying Authority work (Tania Bernice)

 education@iims.org.uk:  for education course content and training information (Elle Hardham)

 education2@iims.org.uk: for education and training information and support (Elly Bryant)

 accounts@iims.org.uk: for any accounting matters (Vicky Lawrence)

 info@iims.org.uk: for general information and enquiries (Sam Legg)

 msa@iims.org.uk: for enquiries about Marine Surveying Academy affairs (Hilary Excell) 

It is important that we keep our database and records up to date. If your contact details - address,  
email and telephone number - should change, please be sure to inform us immediately by email:  
info@iims.org.uk or call +44 (0) 23 9238 5223 (answer phone out of office hours).

Seawork International is the largest 
and fastest growing international 
commercial marine and workboat 
exhibition and conference held in 
a European working port environment

14-16 June 2016 
Mayflower Park, Southampton, UK

seawork.comContact the team on +44 1329 825335 or info@seawork.com

IIMS Handy Guides...
What a Marine surveyor needs to Know about

Click for more information about IIMS hANdY guIdeS   >>Also AVAILABe as e-BOOKS

• Making information available on specialist marine  
   surveying topics at a cost affordable by the majority

• Guides are produced in a compact and handy size

• An expanding series with titles added regularly...

http://www.iims.org.uk/education/buy-iims-handy-guides/

