
Dear Member

Welcome to this News Bulletin from the International Institute of Marine Surveying (IIMS). 
This bulletin is available in PDF format from the IIMS website. It aims to keep members and 
non members up to date with information on a monthly basis. Members are encouraged 
to share and forward this newsletter to colleagues, who they think might like to join the 
Institute. For more information about the Institute visit: www.iims.org.uk
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An unusually wet October day in the 
bustling city of Mumbai, India, experienced 
an unusually large gathering of the 
representatives from Marine Surveying 
Companies, P&I Clubs, Correspondents, 
Vessel Owners, Agents and Equipment 
Manufacturers. It was the 5th of October 
2016 at the Majestic Ballroom of ‘The Lalit’ 
Hotel near the new swanky T2 terminal of 
Mumbai’s International Airport. 

A sequel to the Silver Jubilee Conference 
of the IIMS London HQ, the Indian arm of 
the prestigious Institute decided to ‘up’ the 
antenna by bringing together the strength 
of the Marine Surveying Community and 
affiliated businesses under one roof, for a 

daylong Conference & Exhibition followed by the 
1st edition of IIMS Awards for the Indian Chapter 
and a Networking evening for the attendees. 
The theme of the day was Marine Surveying – 
Preparing for 2030!

With autonomous ships being (or at least 
supposed to being) a reality in the near future 
and the advent of cutting edge technology 
being introduced as tools for the use by Marine 
Surveyors – this was an opportunity to stress upon 
the need for ‘change’ in the mindsets of the Marine 
Surveyors and a chance to get the next generation 
introduced to what they can expect in the future.

Full story: https://www.iims.org.uk/iims-india-
branch-silver-jubilee-conference-report

IIMS India Branch 25th anniversary 
conference attracts a strong crowd



Highly informative 
SCWG training day
Over 30 yacht and small craft surveyors 
converged on Boathouse No.4 at the iconic 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard for the 2016 
‘super’ training day on Monday 24 October and 
were joined by half a dozen more who came to 
the event remotely using video conferencing.

Chairman of yacht and small craft surveying, 
John Excell, welcomed guests to the day and 
particularly thanked Cygnus Instruments Ltd 
and Matrix Insurance Ltd for their generous 
sponsorship support of the day.

IIMS Chief Executive Officer, Mike Schwarz, gave 
a short review of what has been a very hectic 
and productive year for the Institute.

First to speak on the day was Susan Stockwell, a 
director of Nereus Alarms and a non-practicing 
solicitor. Drawing on her experience as a child 
and later as an adult, she kept the audience’s 
attention as she spoke about the causes and 
dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning, the 
silent and hidden killer. Towards the end of 
her presentation, she passed a series of alarms 
around for delegates to inspect.

Nic Fieldhouse, winner of the Best Use of Social 
Media award at the recent IIMS Silver Jubilee 
awards, spoke about how to implement a social 
media strategy using Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Twitter.

A face well known to IIMS members, insurance 
broker, Karen Brain, presented a paper entitled 
mediation and the surveyor. As is often the 
case, Karen’s presentation proved to be thought 
provoking for those present. She championed 
resorting to a mediator as an important means 
of dispute resolution.

After a splendid lunch, during which delegates 
were free to view HMS Victory and look 
into the wooden boat building going on 
around them, Jenny Ashdown from Cygnus 
Instruments Ltd took the after lunch slot. 
She talked about the latest range of Cygnus 
ultrasonic testing equipment and explained 
the various uses of the equipment.

Well known south coast surveyor, Jim Vintner 
gave an interesting presentation in which he 
talked about the importance of the report, 
or as he called it the surveyor’s product. 
He handed out a sheet of paper to each 
delegate and challenged them, with a little 
help, to complete a SWOT analysis (strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and treats) as 
a practical means of trying to help people 
understand where they are now.
It fell to IIMS member, Capt Phil Duffy of 
Interface Marine, who is based in the south of 
France, to bring the day to a conclusion. He 
spoke passionately and knowledgeably about 
the subject of yacht and small craft valuations 
and what should and should not be included 
in a valuation report.

https://www.iims.org.uk/iims-small-craft-working-group-
2016-super-training-day-report/



IIMS membership invoices are being emailed 
directly to members from 30 November and 
in a bid to make it easier for surveyors to pay, 
you will notice a clickable link on the invoice. 
Behind the scenes, IIMS head office staff have 
been working hard to find a better and more 
streamlined solution. There is no need any 
longer to log in to your membership area on 
the IIMS web site. To pay your membership 
dues for 2017, please click the pay button and 

IIMS Scotland training event
Once again, IIMS is holding a two day training 
event and workshop in Scotland on 14 and 
15 November. Members from the UK and 
anywhere in the world are welcome to attend. 
The venue is the Inchinnan Cruising Club, 
which is less than one mile from Glasgow 
International Airport. Full address: Bridge Isle, 
Inchinnan Rd, Inchinnan PA4 9EE – see 
www.inchinnancruisingclub.co.uk

The preferred hotel (overlooking Inchinnan 
Cruising Club) is the Normandy Hotel, 
Inchinnan Road, Renfrew, PA4 9EJ.

AGENDA:

Day 1 Monday 14 November 2016

09.00 Registration and coffee
09.30  Welcome by Tom Elder & John Excell
09.45  Mike Schwarz CEO: Head office update 

and other news
10.15  John Excell: Tonnage theory training 
10.45  Coffee
11.00  Practical tonnage training followed by 

short test
12.30  Lunch
13.15  Faser Noble: Certifying Authority 

Coding Training update
15.30  Tea
15.45  MCA Forms
16.30  Inchinnan Cruising Club: a brief history 
17.00  Close
19.00  Evening meal at Normandy Hotel. 

Drinks and dinner at own cost

Day 2 Tuesday 15 November

09.00 Coffee
09.30 Gas Certification “do’s and don’ts” from 

Heatwave
10.30 Coffee
10.45 Karen Brain, Matrix Insurance - what we 

should be aware of as Marine Surveyors 
12.30 Lunch
13.15 RNLI Safety at Sea bring your lifejacket if 

possible, you might be surprised
15.15 Coffee
15.30 Fun Quiz
16.00 Close

The cost is £50 per day (£100 for both days). To 
reserve your place please contact Tania Bernice 
on 023 9238 5223 or email ca@iims.org.uk

The event is worth 5 CPD points and is also 
considered acceptable as a certifying authority 
training day for IIMS coding surveyors.

choose your payment option – PayPal, Credit or 
Debit card. This new facility is faster and easier, 
but it is secured to the highest level possible 
too to ensure it is safe to pay this way.

Members are requested to ensure payment is 
made promptly please. However, any member 
who has not made payment by 31 March 2017 
will become subject to the Institute’s debt 
chasing procedures.

If there are reasons why you are unable to pay 
your membership subscription, you are urged 
to contact Vicky Lawrence by email:  
accounts@iims.org.uk

2017 membership 
invoices coming soon – 
you will notice a change



Breaking news: SCWG to be 
renamed as the Large Yacht 
& Small Craft Working Group 
(LYSCWG)
Given the number of member surveyors now 
engaged in the area of superyachts greater than 
24 metres, IIMS has decided to broaden the 
scope of its existing Small Craft Working Group. 
With effect from January 2017, the new group 
will be known as the Large Yacht & Small Craft 
Working Group. There are plans to include some 
specific superyacht training seminars, which 
may well appeal to a whole range of surveyors, 
especially those who are keen to broaden their 
scope of work. 

The team is working on a new logo and plans 
to bring together a small working group to 
generate content ideas and to help coordinate 
events specifically in the superyacht sector. 
Watch for more details as they emerge in the 
coming weeks.

Date for your diary: 
Eastern Mediterranean 
LY & SCWG training event 
9/10 January 2017
IIMS is working with Greek based member, 
Yannis Stratis, to deliver a two day programme 
for the newly formed Large Yacht & Small Craft 
Working Group with Monday 9th January being 
a class room based training day taking place at 
the LLoyd’s office in Athens. Tuesday will see 
the group heading down into the port area of 
Piraeus to carry out some practical tonnage 
training in the morning on a couple of vessels. 
After lunch, John Excell will give an introduction 
to the work of the IIMS certifying authority and 
explain what it takes to become an IIMS coding 
surveyor. Keep an eye out for the detailed 
agenda coming soon.

Certifying Authority 
Professional Standards 
Working Group update

The IIMS continues to play a leading role in the 
important area of setting minimum standards 
for coding surveyors and a vital piece of work to 
reach common interpretation of MGN280 and 
the other MCA codes to be shared between all 
certifying authorities.

Earlier this year in June, IIMS facilitated a 
meeting of all UK based certifying authorities 
that took place at the Seawork show to start 
the process. All expressed a desire to work 
closely together to achieve the broad aims. Each 
certifying authority took the proposal back to 
their management boards and committees.
A subsequent meeting, held at the IIMS head 
office, in the past couple of weeks gave those 
present the opportunity to present back to 
the group. The overarching feeling is that a 
memorandum of understanding is the way to 
go, written to incorporate the primary aims, 
which each organisation will sign and agree to 
be bound by. The intention is to have something 
in place by February 2017 when the next 
meeting takes place under the auspices of the 
MCA in Southampton.



IIMS head office team 
strategy day
The IIMS head office team took a day away 
from the office to talk about their strategic 
plans for the Institute in the short and medium 
term. This away day allowed the group to 
consider areas where processes and procedures 
could be improved. In the morning, the team 
assessed the strengths and weaknesses of the 
organisation, as well as reviewing the threats 
and opportunities.

The afternoon session, which was devoted 
entirely to discussing process and procedural 
improvements, was facilitated by Clive Grace 
of World Class Apps, an ex Nokia developer. A 
number of potentially interesting suggestions 
came up, some of which will be developed 
further to proposal stage, costed and then, 
if appropriate, launched for the benefit of 
members and head office staff alike.

Sustainability in the marine 
industry seminar discounted 
for IIMS members
The much anticipated conference 
Sustainability in the Marine Industry will 
explore recycling, life cycle assessment and 
how the supply chain, including designers, 
boat builders and manufacturers, can 
profitably adopt the circular economy.

To be held at RAI Amsterdam on Monday 
14 November, the day before METSTRADE 
begins, Organisers of Sustainability in the 
Marine Industry (SIMI16) have added several 
high profile speakers to the programme.

Paolo Bertetti, Operations Director for 
SANLORENZO, will share his company’s views 
and plans for ‘cradle to grave’ construction 
and usage of yachts. Whilst Dr Jaap van der 
Woude, Sustainability Committee Chairman 
of European Composites Industry Association 
(EuCIA), will give an overview on progress 
in the recycling of composites, and the 
methodology of life cycle assessment.

Jouko Huju CEO of Finnboat and Neil 
Chapman CEO of Boatshed.com, will give 
their views on ‘user demographics’, providing 
data and insights into the changes in 
ownership habits and usage of leisure yachts 
- and how this plays into the sustainability 
discussion for the future of our industry.

As already announced, Susie Tomson, 
Sustainability Manager for the Land Rover / 
BAR America’s Cup race team, will share her 
findings on the work they have done and 
are continuing to do in life cycle assessment 
and composite recycling at the team’s UK 
Portsmouth base. In addition, the BLUE 
Marine Foundation will present details of 
their ocean conservation/marine reserve 
projects around the world.

“Developed by the same team that brought 
us last year’s ground-breaking conference, 
‘The Future of Yacht Recycling’, SIMI16 pushes 
the concept one step further by looking 
at the problems associated with recycling 
and how life cycle assessment is relevant 
in minimising issues surrounding end-of-
life-boats” explains Udo Kleinitz, Secretary 

General of ICOMIA and The International 
Council of Marine Industry Associations. 

The SIMI16 chairman said, “To further 
expand on the problems with a linear ‘take-
make-dispose’ approach, which results in 
massive waste, SIMI16 will present a new 
business model – the ‘circular economy’ – and 
showcase how it can be applied, profitably, to 
the marine industry”.

View the full programme and speaker list: 
http://www.quaynote.com/conference/
sustainability-in-the-marine-industry-
conference/

IIMS members can book online and save 15% 
off the early bird price of 275 euros by clicking 
here: goo.gl/URmzMl



Catch up with reports, photos and videos of the 25th Anniversary 
Conference and AGM
                                                                   In case you missed the 25th Anniversary Conference, Gala Dinner, 
Conference and AGM, a range of full reports are now available to read, (including photo galleries) on 
the IIMS web site.

Follow the link as appropriate:

Report on the 25th Anniversary Conference, Awards 
and Dinner 2016
http://www.iims.org.uk/whats-on/25th-
anniversary-conference-2016

Report on the IIMS 2016 Annual General Meeting
http://www.iims.org.uk/report-iims-2016-annual-
general-meeting

Watch the 15 conference videos that were made 
on the IIMS YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/c/MarineSurveyingIIMS

New CPD table published
IIMS has published a new Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) points 
table, operational from 1 October, with 
two additional activities that members 
may take advantage of to help towards 
keeping their CPD current.

The first is attendance at one of the new 
online video conference training seminars 
being run by IIMS. Anyone joining an online 
training session will earn 3 CPD points.

The other activity relates to having 
watched IIMS original content videos. 
There are now over 70 videos filmed at 
various IIMS conference in the past couple 
of years. A member who watches any 
three videos may claim I CPD point (only 
one available per year).

IIMS Membership 
Travel Service scheme
Norad Travel Group is running the 
Membership Travel Service scheme for IIMS 
members. The scheme offers a range of 
exclusive benefits for IIMS members only.

The Norad team of Marine Specialists are based in their Liss (UK) European Headquarters.  They 
operate alongside their Global partners in Greece, The Philippines, India, UK, Ukraine, South Africa 
and Australia. Norad Travel Management holds marine fare contracts with all major airlines.

Why not make contact for a quotation for your travel requirements? Norad’s UK office can take your 
telephone calls on +44 (0) 1730 894700 from 08.30-18.00 (GMT) Monday to Friday, or any time by 
email on: marine@noradtravel.biz or see the website: 

http://iims.org.uk/membership/membership-benefits/iims-membership-travel-service

Selling fast – the new 
IIMS celebratory 
‘Silver Jubilee’ tie
The new IIMS tie is now 
available. The price is 
just £15 + 20% VAT 
plus p&p. Contact 
IIMS head office 
to place your 
order now. 

+ 20%VAT and P&P
£15.00

Just



IIMS Handy Guides...
What a Marine surveyor needs to Know about

Click for more information about IIMS HANDY GuIDES   >>Also AVAILABE as e-BOOKS

• Making information available on specialist marine  
   surveying topics at a cost affordable by the majority

• Guides are produced in a compact and handy size

• An expanding series with titles added regularly...

+44 (0)1453 836363

info@oceanbusiness.com

oceanbusiness.com

4 – 6 April 2017 Southampton UK

Organised by: Hosted by:In partnership with: @OceanBusiness #oceanbiz

Ocean Business

SAVE
THE
DATE

OB17 Advert - IIMS 210x75mm.pdf   1   09/08/2016   12:52www.cygnus-instruments.com

Cygnus 4+ and 2+
Multi-Mode Ultrasonic Thickness Gauges

• Extremely simple to operate
• Multiple Echo technique 

(approved by Class)
• Range of twin crystal probes  

for Heavy Corrosion
• Large, sunlight readable display 

(with A Scan)
• Data logging for easy reporting
• Very Rugged. Waterproof (IP67).  

3 year warranty

0:00 / 03:45

IIMS is on YouTube
www.youtube.com/c/
MarineSurveyingIIMS

Subscribe

MarineSurveyingIIMS

https://www.youtube.com/c/MarineSurveyingIIMS

Find out more

http://www.iims.org.uk/education/buy-iims-handy-guides/
http://www.cygnus-instruments.com/%3Futm_source%3DIIMS%2520news%2520bulletin%26utm_medium%3DeNewsletter%26utm_content%3DOct%2520to%2520Nov%25202016%26utm_campaign%3DIIMS%2520eNewsletter%2520monthly
http://www.cygnus-instruments.com/thickness-gauge-surface/general-purpose-plus/?utm_source=IIMS%20news%20bulletin&utm_medium=eNewsletter&utm_content=Oct%20to%20Nov%202016&utm_campaign=IIMS%20eNewsletter%20monthly&utm_term=Find%20out%20more%20button
https://www.youtube.com/c/MarineSurveyingIIMS


Contact the IIMS  
Head Office team

As always, the IIMS head office team 
are here to help you on any matters 

relating to your membership or 
education needs. Please contact the 

appropriate person as follows:

 membership@iims.org.uk: for all membership enquiries (Jan Cox)

 ca@iims.org.uk: contact for all Certifying Authority work (Tania Bernice)

 education@iims.org.uk:  for education course content and training information (Elle Hardham)

 education2@iims.org.uk: for education and training information and support (Elly Bryant)

 accounts@iims.org.uk: for any accounting matters (Vicky Lawrence)

 info@iims.org.uk: for general information and enquiries (Sam Legg)

 msa@iims.org.uk: for enquiries about Marine Surveying Academy affairs (Hilary Excell)

 info@marinesurveyingacademy.com:    information about the Marine Surveying Academy (Sam Owen)

It is important that we keep our database and records up to date. If your contact details - address,  
email and telephone number - should change, please be sure to inform us immediately by email:  
info@iims.org.uk or call +44 (0) 23 9238 5223 (answer phone out of office hours).


