BOAT REPORT

I AIRLINE 38
PHANTOM

It might represent the relaunching of a
= familiar title, but Fairline’s new Phantom
actually signifies a giant step forward
from its popular 1970s namesake.
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Fairline’s Phantom for the
90s takes the company
into a higher league, with
improvements apparent
everywhere. Particularly

. worthy of note, the interior
helm position displays
new design thinking, as
does the galley.

49

FAIRLINE's new 38 Phantom marks a watershed
forone of Britain's largest motorboat builders.
Outwardly itis a conventional
aft-cockpit/flybridge craft, providing six berths in
two cabins and the saloon; it fills a gap between
the 36 and the 41, and will appeal to the owner
wanting that bit extra space in avessel that can
still be handled by two or three people. Behind
this, though, the boat is the first to fully embody
the styling and production ideas of the
company’sin-house designteam, and thus
introduces the philosophy that will carry the
range into the 1990s.

Overthelast few years, the boom inthe
motorboat market has led to arace to get new
models out as fast as possible, to attract the
undecided or first-time buyer, with less attention
being paid to the detail planning of each boat.
Now, in a more measured climate, new designs
are likely to have tolast longer in the range.
Buyers are going to be more selective in their
purchasing, but perhaps more significantly thie
production costs of each model are going to have
tobe kept as low as possible. Success fora
company will no longer be measured in how
many boats they sell, butin the margin they make
on each sale, and the use they make of their
resources, buitdings, labour and capital.

The way in which this has been applied to the
38 has meant new materials, construction
methods, production ideas and styling.
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Design and construction

Forthe design of the 38, as with the whole of their
rangeinrecent years, Fairline have remained
with Bernard Olesinski. His combination of
powerful hulls, making maximum use of today’s
high-performance diesels, and unmistakable
above-water styling, have had much to do with
Fairline's success during the 1980s.

Forthe Phantom he has stayed with his
well-trained formula of a medium-to-deep-vee
hull, with a deadrise amidships of 24° giving good
head-sea performance, reducing to 19° at the
transom to produce easy-planing lift. Three spray
rails give adry ride, improve grip in the turns, and
reduce the wetted-surface area at speed. These
are assisted by awide chine flat which also
provides extra planing lift,

Tunnels are retained, allowing the engines to
be sited further aft, reducing both shaft angle and
draught. Buta quick look under the boat at the
factory showed that these are shallower than in
previous designs, and parallel fore-and-aft to
give an easier flow of water into the propellers
and rudders.

Anocther neat feature is that the trim tabs,
normally bolted to the transom, are now set
forward inrecesses, so that when not in use they
do not protrude either downwards or aft. This not
only gives them some protection from floating
debris, butavoids the risk of damage should the p
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right away from the door, and the lack of an
extractor. The only ventilation comes from an
opening portlight.

Forward again is the master cabin. This again
is areasonable size, with a central double berth
and en-suite bathroom. Stowage inthe cabinis
provided by a three-quarter-height wardrobe,
two large drawers and a locker under the bed,
three small lockers inthe overhead port and
starboard, plus two shelves. A small vanity unitis
foundto starboard, and the woodwork around
this is particularly noticeable, typical of the high
standard to be found throughout the boat.

The doorway into the en-suite bathroom is
surprisingly narrow. Once inside you have a
separate stall for the shower and WC and, again,
extensive use made of GRP mouldings. These
eveninclude a GRP liner for the locker under the
sink, an example of how time spent at the
development stage can save time later in
production (infact, the total number of separate
mouldings that go into the boat is 92). An
excellent number of lockers and shelves are
matched by the moulded lid overthe WC, and a
neat clear perspex door for the shower stall. >
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port and starboard will take small items. andthe VHF downtothe driver’s right. greater significance Eu.'li.deré ts. Oundle, Peterborouah PES 5PA Oppo?site the galley is the twin-bedded guest
The sideboard has a pier forward which 7 AL B : cabin. This is agood size, with 6ft 1in (1.85m)
divides it fromthe galley, and provides both the ( — T Tel: 0832 273661 headroom over 80% of its area. A full-height
location for the cocktail qabin(_et and a useful B =) 1 Supplier: wardrobe and two small lockers provide
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Exterior

The cockpitis aroomy area, partially covered by
the flybridge overhang. Cushioned seats are
fitted to the sides and across the stern, witha
space through for the transom door, and good
moulded lockers are found under them. The port
one provides stowage for two gas bottles.

A gas-strut supported hatchin the cockpit sole
gives access to the |lazarette. We were surprised
to find that the bottom of this was a continuous
floor running across the tops of the stringers and
frames. Strategically placed traps in this give
access to P-bracket bolts, but in the event of
major damage to the hullin this region, it would
not be possible to reach it quickly. A similar false
transom hides the steering system, again with
access traps. On the forward bulkhead are the
battery switches, and the fuel supply changeover
system, which uses rotary valves, needing five
turns to shut them off, instead of the neat
swing-valves used for the returns.

Alsoin the lazarette are the hot-water calorifier,
optional battery charger, and optional
Eberspacher heater. We were also pleased to
see Elastomuffle silencers in the exhaust lines,
which helped reduce noise levels in the cockpit.
You would still have room for a deflated dinghy,
its outboard, and a couple of waterskis alongside
this equipment.

Outinthe cockpit, dinghy davits are fitted as
standard, plus three fender stowages port and
starboard on the transom. A boarding ladder
stows under a lid on the bathing platform when
not in use. Lockers in the wheelhouse wings will
take shore supply lines and similar items. Also
located out here is a manual bilge pump, with
change-over valves for the forward area of the
boat, the engineroom, or the aftend.

Aladder leads up from the cockpit to the
flybridge. This has a two person helm-seat, plus
an L-shaped lounger whose forward section can
also double as a single passenger seat. Good
rails and dodgers surround the space, and the
swept-back radar mastis well out of the way. The
only stowage space is under the forward seats.

Back down below, stepping out of the cockpit
is made safer by strategically-placed
Treadmaster pads for extra grip, and the
10in-11in (250mm-175mm) side-decks forward
have a moulded gunwale lip and well-placed
handrails on the cabin top. These are just below
shoulder height, but on the turn of the roof sc they
do not protrude. The same location is used for the
nav lights, keeping them out of the way.

Solid guardrails extend round the gunwale
from just forward of the cockpit, with lower wires.
The deck slopes upwards as you move forward,
but this is gradual enough, while the moulded
non-slip extends over the coachroof.

Mooring is well catered for, with 12in (300mm)
cleats forward, midships and aft. The anchoris
handled by an electric windlass fitted as
standard, with the chain stowed in a good-sized
forward locker. Accesstothisis via a large deck
hatch, and the space can be used for stowing
fenders and warps, but there is no bulkhead or
partition to stop the two getting tangled.

Engines

Only one power option is offered, namely twin
306hp Volvo TAMD 61As. Mounted under the
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saloon, these drive through down-angle MPM
gearboxes, which help to reduce headroom.

The main access is viaa single hatchin the
saloon sole. This covers nearly the whole of the
visible part of the floor, and would normally be a
massive piece of plywood or GRP. However, as
part of their policy of looking at new materials,
Fairline use a composite sandwich board to
considerably reduce its weight. A gas strut would
make life even easier, as would reducing the
width of the saloon table feet by 1in, sothatyou
do not have to move it each time you openthe
hatch.

Withthe hatch open, access to the port engine
and the inboard side of the starboard unitis
excellent. To get at the rest of the starboard
engine you have to lift the settee and a second
hatch. The best way into the compartmentis to
step down between the engines, where there is
an excellent aluminium treadplate floor. Forward,
you can easily reach the two sea-inlet strainers
mounted on the bulkhead, plus a medium-sized
automatic bilge pump downin the keel. Here, we
were impressed by the two 6in Airmax extractor
fans drawing air away from over the engines. Also
on the forward bulkhead were changeover valves
for the fuel return systems, though the main
valves for the supplies are in the lazarette.

Atthe aftend of the space are two large Racor
fuel filter/separators, plus excellentaccesstothe
stern glands. We were concernedto see the
exposed shaft couplings, but few manufacturers
have yet got round to shielding these as a matter
of course. Also back here is the battery box, with
two 135Ah units for domestic use and the
starboard engine, plus one 170Ah for the port
one. A parallel switch allows the two circuits to be
joined together for starting aflat engine.

Sound insulation consists of foam rubber on
the hatch and bulkheads, but none on the two
aluminium fuel tanks mounted outboard. There
are two smail 1.36kg automatic BCF
fire-extinguishers over the engines.

Handling and performance

QOut at sea the 38 proved a straightforward
performer with no vices or quirks. Top speed was
an easy 28 knots, with acceleration of 11.8 secto
20 knots showing that the power is well spread
throughout the range. The boat handled well,
turned easily and dealt smoothly with the short
chop we found off Chichester Bar.

We recorded 28.2 knots at 2800rpm, with fuel
consumption an estimated 27.5gph, giving
1.08mpg. Dropping down to 2500rpm gives an
easy 23-knot cruise, and fuel figures of 20gph
and 1.16mpg, while 2250rpm gives 20.3 knots,
15.9gph, and 1.27mpg.

Noise levels were excellent. Inthe saloon they
reached a maximum of 80dB(A), while evenoutin
the cockpit they were only 84dB(A) at full speed
—ameasure of the effectiveness of the silencers.

Conclusion

The 38 s a stylish modern offshore cruiser, with
good accommodation for up to six people. Down
below it is well builtand well equipped, though we
would like to have seen larger bilge pumps and
fire extinguishers. Overall, it is easy to see the
Phantom has been engineered to ensure itcan
be produced efficiently and economically well
into the 1990s, a bonus for any buyer. B

B




