BOAT REPORT

JROON OCEAN 34

i o fevived the Ocean name with their 31 displacement cruiser last year.
 Now the baby of the range has a larger semi-displacement sister.
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WHEN Broom introduced the Ocean 31 last year
(see MBM Aug 93 p34), it signalled areturnto
their roots as builders of high-quality inland
waterways cruisers.

With its river-kindly hull, standard single engine
and displacement speeds, the boat provided the
perfect complement to the rest of the company’s
range of fast offshore cruisers. Yet it offered the
same high standard of interior finish, plus coastal
capabilities, and the option of twin engines for
owners with more extensive seagoing plans. It
also, at a stroke, halved the cost of entering the
Broomrange.

The 31 had no real competition from British
builders, but was firmly aimed at the sector of the
market occupied by the Dutch steel
displacement cruisers which became so popular
during the late 1980s and early 1990s. The
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devaluation of the pound in 1992, plus the ability
to build a more modem line easily, in GRP, gave
Broom a big price and design advantage.

The success of the boat has prompted the
Norfolk builders to improve on their ideas in a
larger form, with the semi-displacement Ocean
34 launched at this year's London Boat Show..

The model exhibited featured one of the first
installations of Perkins Sabre’s new jointly
developed 135hp naturally-aspirated six-cylinder
diesel, and we were fast off the mark when it
came to arranging a test.

Design

The Ocean 31 and 34 share the same designer,
Norfolk-based Andrew Wolstenholme, who was
also responsible for the faster 33 and 36 models
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not give much room for bedding and clothes.

The aft cabin, reached via three steps in the
port corner of the saloon, is full-width and large,
with a tapered central double berth. To portisa .-
dressing table, plus three drawers with catches
to keep them closed, and forward is a
three-quarter-height hanging locker with a
fiddled shelf on top. To starboard is a second
hanging locker, while two drawers are found
under the bed. Either side of the bedhead are
good-sized lockers (the one to port is lined, but
the other is not), with access through to the
rudder greaser.

The large en-suite bathroom has 6ft 1in
(1.86m) headroom, a large storage locker and a
separate shower stall. A sliding window and
overhead vent supply the ventilation.

The joinery throughout the boat is in light
mahogany, finished to Broom's usual high
standard both in visible areas and inside lockers
and drawers.

Exterior

The major feature of the exterior is the aft deck,
which has a useful seating and entertaining area
as well as the helm station.

The helm itself is forward to port, with two
bucket seats facing a simple but sufficient
console which contains engine instruments, an
echo-sounder, a log and 12 ready-use switches.
The single Morse control lever is to the right of the
wheel, while to the left is a large chart area with a
hinged perspex lid.

A good feature is the grey gelcoat finish of the
dashboard, which will reduce glare from the sun.
The windscreens are large, with two wipers, and
they hinge flat for negotiating low bridges, as
does the goalpost mast.

At the aft end of the deck are seat/lockers, port
and starboard; the former has room for ropes or
loose items, while the latter houses three 15lb
(7kg) gas bottles. On the transom are four large
fender stowages. Between them is a vertical
ladder down to the full-width bathing platform,
which itself is a useful place to stow a tender.

Raised aft decks can be draughty places, but
GRP dodgers all round help to alleviate this. The
canvas cover is particularly well designed, giving
full headroom and a snug area forward, yet quick
access to the decks when required.

The good-width side decks have a moulded
non-slip finish and a raised gunwale lip. Solid
outboard guardrails, with a solid lower rail, offer
security when you are moving about, backed up
by inboard rails on the cabin. Chain breaks
amidships, port and starboard, allow for easy
boarding, and tie in with rubber-covered steps in
the topsides, though the flare of the hull makes
these difficult to locate with your feet when
climbing down.

Mooring is taken care of by good-size 10in
(250mm) aluminium bollards forward, midships
and aft, while the anchor is handled by a manual

windlass and an excellent stemhead stowage.
There is no foredeck locker, but you have a good
clear area for working on.

Engine
The 34 we tested featured one of the first

installations of the new Perkins Sabre M135
naturally-aspirated six-cylinder diesel. One of the




e

MOTORBOATS MONTHLY.

78

first fruits of the joint venture between the two
companies, this promises a great deal for the
mid-size, slower motorboat designs which are
coming back into vogue.

There was a time when any number of 120hpP
naturally-aspirated engines were available on the
market, giving steady, reliable performance at
everything from full-power to tickover. Gradually,
however, turbocharged units ook over, giving
the same maximum power from considerably
smaller and lighter blocks. These &re fine for
planing craft, which operate most of the time at
50% power of More, but on vessels that spend
long periods at low speeds the turbocharger can
soot up and the increased noise and vibration of
the faster-rewing units can become wearing.

The Ocean 34 is perfect fora test of the M1 35's
abilities and benefits. Atriver speeds of
4-5 knots, 20hp Or SO will be quite sufficient, and
smooth running pecomes the priority, but if you
want to push the poat up to 10 knots for coastal
passages you will probably need close to 100nP.
The Perkins Sabre should be equally suited to
both ends of the spectrum.

A host of other inboard diesel options are
available, from perkins or Volvo Penta, ranging
from a single 59hp giving a maximum of 8 knots,
designed mainly for river use, Up to twin 130hp
engines with & 14-knot top speed, aimed atthe
predomlnantly geagoing owner. The standard
priceis quoted with the single 58hp MD22 Volvo;
the 135hp Perkins adds £3100 to this, while twin
130 Volvos will set you backan additional
£19,950.

On the boatwe tested, the M135was mounted
conventionally under the saloon, driving through
a standard shaft and prop. Access had not been
completely worked out, complicated by the fact
that the engine is boxed in by soundproofed
fore-and-aft bulkheads on each side. This follows
upa suggestionwe made after testing the 31,
when we felt the effectiveness of the
soundproofing was being reduced by the empty
spaceina full-width compartment which housed
only one engine; we are pleased 10 report that
noise levels onthe 34 are excellently low as @
result, but it does mean that the two small
hatches in the saloon sole give only fimited
access. Formore involved work you have to lift
the carpet, and take up the floorboards as
required, though this is not a great problem as
they are conveniently sized and easy to remove.

It s notable that even the hidden woodwork
down here is treated with full coats of gloss paint,
and alledges smoothed and rounded off. This
attention to detail, continued throughout the boat,
P goes along way to explaining the popularity of
the craft with experienced owners and their keen
= appreciation of secondhand values.

: With the boards up, you can easily reach the
inlet strainer, the fuel filter and the two manual

m pumps. One of theseis & bilge pump back-up.
and the other empties the optional holding tank.

Rl ,
g Handling and performance

The Thames in flood provided conditions that
h would tax any craft, buton our main test run the
34 handled therm as flawlessly as we would
expect from the margue.

Our model had the optional bow-thruster fitted.
We would recommend this to anyone buying a
boat of this cost and sophistication, but even

without it the Broom, with its large rudder and
easy steering, could be turned virtually in its own
length. Where the thruster came into its own was
in enabling you to put the bow alongside with
precision, N0 matter what the cross-currentor
sidewind. Underway, the 34 tracked @ straight
course with minimum attention to the wheel.

The engine, too, performed as well as we had

Perkins
Sabre M135

The Perkins Sabre M135is the.
fourthunit to be jointly

developed by these well
established British marine
power companies.

hoped. At normal river speeds of 4-5 knots The 6t straight-six diese! _:
(4%%-5%mph), it simply purred along. Down in the ulilises & Perkins core engine ~ |
saloon it was presentanly as @ background hum, and s marinised by Sabreal 8 8
While on the aft deck itwas virtually Unrioticeable, | eI Wimborne, Dorset B
with none of the exhaust bark that can be development facility.
annoying when you are sitting right above it. Althoughthe cubic capaci/s

of the engine is large for its
rating, compared with n
turbocharged units, clever 3
design of the ancillaries has
produceda compact package
which Perkins Sabre claim is
the narrowest and lowest in

its class.

The engineering is Interestifs
as well, with gear-driven
seawaterand freshwaler pumgg
anintegral plate engine oil
coolerand a freshwaler-CO0IE
axhaust manifold, fo name
thres features.

But it was when we eased the throttle open that
we got the greatest surprise. You could tell the
engine was running faster, because the pitch of
the note went up, but ihere was almost No
increase inthe actual amount of noise, rightup o
7 knots.

Only at maximurm rem did the noise start o
intrude, and even then only downinthe saloon,
and to the kind of level we would normally expect.

The actual figures were most impressive:
63dB(A) for the aft deck and 62dB(A) for the
saloon at 4.5 knots (5mph); B4dB(A) and 66dB(A)
at 5.8 knots (6.5mph); and 67dB(A) and 72dB(A)
at 7.0 knots (Bmph). Maximum figures wereé

76dB(A) and 82dB(A) respectively. Maximum performarnce s
The top speed we recorded was 10.5 knots, 135hp ata lazy 2600rpm.

which gives a handy reserve to punch atide Service intervals (oil

when working coastal and estuarial waters. changes) are a very generous

We were unable to run fuel consumption 400 hours. This is particuar
beneficial for slower boat

measurements on this test, but have gstimated
results from the manufacturers’ own figures.
These show a miserly 4.8mpgata shade under
6 knots, rising as you would expect of this type of
designto 2.5mpg at 7% knots and 1.7mpg at the
full speed of 10% knats. At river speeds, you can
expect consumption of under 1gph.

Conclusion

Broom have repeated and improved the
successful formula of the Ocean 31, and
produced a boat which will attract owners both
old and new.

The price is extremely competitive, especially
when compared with equivalent Dutch steel
models, while the standard of finish matches the
name Broom have established for themselves
over 80 years of building high-class riverboats.
Sound levels and economy of operation at
seagoind speeds also compare most favourably,
while the layout options reflect the versatility that
puyers in this market sector now expect.

After our day with the new Perkins, we would
recommend it as the single-engine buyer's best
option. Atriver speeds it just purrs along, while
the power inreserve is more than sufficient for
coastal use. ltmight be tempting t0 go forthe
lower power option and save £3000, but inour
view, quite apart from the extra fuss of the smaller
engine, you will have & much less saleable boat
when you come to trade itin.

As for whether you should opt for twin engines
if you have coastal cruising in mind, the debate
will probably go on for ever in Britain. Giventhe
choice of asingle perkins Sabre with awell
protected prop or amore expensive and noisier
pair of four-cylinder diesels, there s surely avery
good case to be made for the former. ltwillbe
interesting to see whether the market agrees.

applications, wherg average
engine hours tend o be mih
higher (not least because it
takes longer to get from ong’
placeto another).




