Boat Report ~

 Carver's new flagship features
R \ /- _ R softer lines and a bridge like
that of a spaceship. Our test

530 VOYAGER\PILOTHOUSE | Team enjoyed taking it to sea,
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- ipogiotin o
Bathing platform builders & i e Exterior helm
o ﬁar"er - ' fabrcated with twointermediate Atthe fiybridge helm position,
Our test boat had the stand ane nev rails, so crewmembers working biased to port, the skipper has
baﬂﬂngplalfonn.bﬂ!wufi‘ft:k opt made any here will feel good and safe. There an individually adjustable
for a deeper one, which wi ?B bones are two deck hatches: one giving armchair, but forming part of
a personal watercraft or mini-R about ontto the chain locker, which is fed the same seating arrangement
and comes complete with a what their by a vertical windlass, and the other is a second seat for a co-pilot.
— ] boats are about. In terms of taking care of a fender or two and Both incumbents have plenty
both layout and fitout, as much the odd mooringrope. of room.

- as possible is domestic sized, P 3 / Mooring hardware comprises The console layout has room
but, with the best will in the " 4 * 12in(30cm] cleats fore and aft, plus to spare for adding navigation
world, external appearance £ 7 two slightly small;ﬂr ggcei on aac: electronics over and above Jhe

i - i ings. areas have engine instrumentation,
ha?—lgzzzegrnt&?r?;gtsﬁgdeh k are sensibly inset, sm}' dﬂnl?t :I: ‘meﬁg c%oss»hatch moulded evgryming falls ;__3_ jg‘
which is also their biggest to Decks Emd: ;nu:!o:g;?'dw;ua Ly | non-slip surface. = _

date, literally breaks the
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take care of shore
supply electrics,
including the
cable, and
provide
further
stowage.

Awalkway to starboard leads
from the bathing platform

through to the moderate-sized
cockpit, with its transom bench
settee. Our test boat had been

— Cocpic__ e

out with
the optional
junior/crew
cabin, accessed
through the bench.

ltis a set of steps rather than a
stairwell that leads up to the
flybridge. But these are

on both sides, and then you can
always use the easier pilothouse
stairs for access up top.

adequately angled, with handrails
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Design ¢ layout

The 530's hull is a medium-vee
form, of 17° amidships and
13° at the transom, while the
engine installationisa
straight-through shaftdrive
arrangement, resisting the
usual American penchant for
V-drives in order to free up
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more space forward. _
The forward accommodation

is in any case big enough to

house a roomy three-cabin

of cruise ship proportions, and
aday toilet. _

A handsome curved stairwel
leads up to the main deck level,
which is divided between the
raised pilothouse forward and
an open-plan saloon and galley

galley has a number of layout

layout, including a master-cabin

on alower level further aft. The

) options, which
in turn will influence

~ whether buyers opt to have

the dinette table in the saloon or
Inthe pilothouse.

There s 7ft Oin (2.13m)
headroom extending through
much of the accommodation,
and a set of easily negotiated
steps takes you up again
from the pilothouse to a
wellcosseted flybridge.

As well as featuring very
much more curvature to the
superstructure than we have
seen before from Carver, the
530 also has flushitting
frameless windows, helping
to give it a clean but
poa:ysrful look,

roughout the boat there i
ahuge amount of well-found °
cherry joinery, with top
surfaces on our test boat
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Flybridge

With its full wraparound screen
and deep coaming offering plenty
of protection, the flybridge feels
more like a cockpit.

The main access is the
stairwell from the pilothouse,
between the helm position to port
and a wet-bar complete with
fridge to starboard. An alternative
is the steps from the cockpit.

The main seating areaisa
large dinette, whose moulded
table drops to convert it into a
sunbed. There is a further settee

. ; it cture are angledina
styling softenedto | Apairof wide moulded steps leads  the superstru
y - Eﬂggﬁs;v &he itrgprgssive up from the cockpitto each side  friendly way. So the decks are
- & = volume of the alFAmerican deck, whereupon one hand will easy to walk along,
R\ W interior immediately falto the guardrail &msﬂgﬁt
: . hi 0
crane. A passerelle can also Another attraction of the andgre_rg]fe{ tonas ?ﬁta%iz w,%},l awidth
be fitted. 530 Voyager is the provision of L'?:b; aa't,s :o,:'s“. fol! agbl e
In either case the moulding araised pilothouse, allowing Slberitruciive Lk
extends beyond the line of the the whole crew to enjoy a pThe Fardrills =
topside, which makes it easy to comfortable helmsman's-eye _a
step aboard from alongside but | - yie\y while underway, even if e
must also make the quarters the weather is not clement electronic ones in the
slightiy vulnerable when enoughtoallow the use e gcase of our test boat, are
manoeuvring. te of of the flybridge. (& 4P setinboard of the helm,
_ The platform has a couple o 7 - 77 Wwhile a wet-card compass is
in-built fender bins as wellasa posfﬁgned nicely inthe
good-sized bathing ladder. helmsman's line of)s,i ht
Lockers in the curved transom gl

comfortable capacity
to eight. Lockers within

the seat-bases are well finished,
and the lids are hinged rather
than loose.

Abaft of the dinette, our test
boat had space for stowing a
dinghy or mini-RIB up to
10ft (3.0m), and the cockpit
overhang was fitted with a crane.
Alternatively (if you opt for the
wider bathing platform and decide
to accommodate the tender there,
perhaps), an extra sunpad area
can be specified here, along with a
guardrail arrangement.
Interestingly, not only is the

rear of the overhang equipped
with a set of floodlights but it also
has provision for a camera, so a
skipper can check astern via
closed-circuit television while
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starboard leads out onto the side
deck, and a set of easily
negotiated steps takes you up to
the flybridge.

Interior and exterior driving
positions are both very
comfortable, with
instrumentation and controls
well placed, and visibility from

raised basin/vanity unit are
independent toilet and shower
compartments, the latter being
moulded with a bathtub rather

S : ould suggest easing off to
- be quite at home. Everything falls . " m, for a stea .
Pilothouse conveniently to hand, while an Toilet gg}%ﬂfﬂ%ﬁf%ﬁm o 4 dy Master suite
angled overhead fascia houses : R ther 100rpm gains you an
The pilothouse is dominated bya  the larger-screen electronics, The forecabin's en-suite, which fter tatth Sxpenceofa | Tumfistleftfrom the lobby atthe
raised command centre; tocallit  again simply a fingertip away. also serves as a day toilet, is a e[;(tr ﬁt Iknvgo?se rﬁ p?g ?ig?lre Al T T e
a helm station would be to do it an Our ms:ﬂaetcit‘fod afull e ms:o :::r’ :u c{:};:'f.;nt-sized ;-lligs mﬁght seem quite sedate from the pilothouse, and you
inlsctice. inventory of electronics, mosto . e "+ | enterwhatis unmi
mju;nh(;?ech'ically adjustable ﬂhich come as standard, with a Forpr 5‘{:;,03“?' s sake tis but th'fs Isa2 Gttoﬁ E[’e::ﬁlr'eatnd It mas;ev:-cal;?nl.mm‘mkamy e
ircraft- facesa stick helm control in the largely a GRP fabrication, but is performance that | 0 The berth is king-si
B ol st e i a8 prs the use of cherrywoodtrimand | be used to the fullrather than | 5t jn (L3 i and hereis
Colonel White of Spectrumwould  Raytheon package. We were also Corian worksurface, as in the left sitting in a pair of expensive | huge amounts of clothes stowage,
_ rest of ﬂ}% boat, ﬁ,tjt,ius retro-style engines hﬁﬁajitl ng‘tcl)‘ %Et OEEJt- both in drawers and cedar-lined
pleased to find a sensibly placed chromey/brass fittings, gives ita The hullis quick to get up
o dmmpassﬁsﬂ;n demister Chﬁ?ft;:m?itssf?ﬁw:& and fa S ;:tnushmtg " tO121O kg T
er and a no-nonsense ) om rest injust over 11sec,
:'epnﬁ each section of the there is plenty of useful stowage. arnd having éased onto the
We-,;-pfr;hscree;n.d_ Ty =T ' plane the 53hO ﬁi{ts there Qiceiy o
e L-shaped adjacent settee, . - d - trimmed without more ado. wardrobes. The floor area is bi than just simpl i
setto port, commeItes_a mfgst T Handling at speed is much as enough to let you dance the nigght cubicj:ze. Sm?eyﬂ?es ?;’vzrmg
gﬁnwz::l E}gut, ;ﬂmﬁm ur or we would expect: apply the away in the privacy of your own compartment itself, there is
ep rtl.JThe sp e o helm and the boat responds cabin, and to help with this ourtest  no extractor here, whichis a
ition i ajtowi% Il immediately. It can hardly be boat had a full entertainments touch remiss.
fv'f’ls’"ﬂ:';‘ Is altog! !:r ex_ge ent, said to swivel within its own package built-in.
uﬂ;‘ ‘; you are alongside or length, turning fairly wide and all On a more practical note, we
g;:ﬂg'm + load down aftto but flat, but wind the wheel back were again pleased to find simple
o e ‘; toryard o the again and you steady onto your lift-up panels in the sole giving
saloon an ar new course quickly. access to the bilge.
sleeping cabins. A side door to Set either side of a smart

finished in a rich blue Corian, of 450hp Cummins diesels. on such a large boat. That said, | onthe throttle plinth), N==
and the effect s to give the Volvo Penta TAMD 73P EDCs of | the 530 handles well at low depending upon the conditions,” | B85 Galle : . .
sleeping cabins and ass?ciated si#ﬂlard horsdeﬁc)ower aretalso zpeeg, wntlh E{)I%nl’_[%/y 0{3 ] whichis use;u_l Wh‘?]gy | \ MldShlpS cabin
facilities the ambience of a offered, and if you want more irectional stability. Given a manoeuvring in wi : ; :
gentleman's’ club. performance then the conservative engine choice, conditions, when a few more L%esi#'g‘;ﬁ': ,ﬁzﬁmi’;‘:vﬁ:;e :"f"’ab'?- [ After the ship-like dimensions of
alternative is a pair of 610hp both can be keptin gear where | revs can be beneficial as you Hooations o st el b nf nd various the master-cabin, the midships
Performcmce @J TAMD 122P EDCs, although speed restrictions apply. goin and out of gear. Options METIdR B rh sl e e guest cabin is best described
. these will add a hefty £55,000 Indeed, the MPX single-lever The accompanying table | arrangement, with stools, or a simpler as cosy. .
h di’ld lmg ex VAT tothe allup price. | throttles fitted to our test boat plots the boat’s progress peninsiila layout, as on our test boat, again  Thelength of the twin bunks
Another addition to the basic | allow you to select an through the revrange, uptoa with stools if required. If you opt for either of is adequate enough, anda
Our test boat had one of the price is a bow thruster, which engine-dle rpm (there are three | top speed of just over these, you can specify a dinefte table either in Lr;loggxg; 32?3;?5;:50%‘"3""

smaller engine options, a pair

most buyers are going to want

settings, triggered by a switch

24 knots. For cruising we

I

The sliding doors from the cockpit
forward into the saloon open up a good
half of the latter's beam to the

the saloon, as on this particular craft, or in the
pllotho_use.

' Whichever layout you prefer, there is a
three-burner hob and oven with extractor, a
microwave, a fridge and freezer, a two-sink

drainer and plentiful stowage, all built into the
| Corian worksurfaces.

but occupants could really do
with a bit more elbowroom.

A foot pinched off the main
cabin would not be missed, an
might allow more dressing
space, a couple of extra

drawer incorporated in the lower
bunk-base and bedside cabinet,

d

Il | sheltered aft deck, to give a real sense ‘ = cupboards and a shelf or two
'| of space. - b
J . . An office arrangement can
. To starboard, the seating areafeels | | Forwar d cabln be fitted in lieu of gie bunks.

more like a lounge than a dinette, ‘
| | especially given the reclining nature of
Wl | acouple ofthe seats, although it has 2

The bow cabin's berth is as big as the
master cabin’s, at no less than

Md{i}crgoi:g:s(tﬁgoﬁﬁmhainmems 6,%,4"" xh%t:‘ Oi',' {tlf; BV
Al 5 although the clothes storage is
:zgg r‘;‘tatso ?ﬁmﬁ, l:: l:-'c G:;lﬂ:; o nowhere near as commodious, with
e atuseAilsont wﬂ'h afronsta nd?ng just a couple of drayvers at the foot of
armchair between this and the galley the bed and a hanging locker.
peninsula, which incorporated a I "
smallish cocktail bar.

All the upholstery is in UltraLeather,

a comfortable, easily looked-after

imitation of the real thing. The deep

windowline gives a good view out.

s On the way up to the pilothouse is a
M sideboard for stowage, which also

| hides away the electrical panels.

e
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-including on the 530.

———

Engineroom

Alarge gas strut-supported hatch in
the cockpit sole lifts to give access to
the spacious engineroom, allowing
you to nip down onto a central
treadplate. :

The area immediately around the
hatch is half lazaret, half auxiliary
machinery, with the 8kW generator
tucked into the starboard corner.
The fuel tanks form a sort of
bulkhead between here and the main
engine compartment forward.

Sited back near the tanks are
most of the ancillaries you need to
get at easily, including the battery

switches, fuel shut-offs, water
and fuel filters and raw-water
strainers. The steering gear would
ordinarily be accessible from the
lazaret-type area, but due to the ==
encroachment of our test boat’s fuel tanks usually found in this hefty gear in and out if required,
crew cabin it has to be reached location. The batteries are shelved without having to dismantle the
through cut-outs. fore and aft, and are easy to get to, extremely solid-looking aluminium
Working room around the engines  asare the sternglands. deckhead over the engines.
themselves is fine, even outboard; The size of the hatch should make Towards the head of the
it a reasonably easy job to getlarge, ~ compartment is the holding tank
—— system for the Vacuflush toilets, as
well as the calorifier and a
thoughtfully built-in toolbox.

Foil-faced foam insulation covers
most bulkhead surfaces, and a huge,
no-nonsense fire-extinguisher is
located forward. A closed-circuit
television camera can be set up so
the helmsman can keep an eye on
the engineroom from the helm
station.

The bilge is serviced by two
submersible pumps and a manual
one, worked from the cockpit.

BUILD

_glass reinforced plastic

LOA
 53ft9n(16.38m)
HULL LENGTH
50ft 3in (15.32m)
BEAM
© I5ftd4in(467m
DRAUGHT
4t 9in (1.45m)
AIR DRAUGHT
O 19R0NG9m
DISPLACEMENT
193 tonnes—
FUEL CAPACITY
665gal (3028lt)
WATER CAPACITY
165gal (7571)
[ ENGINES
twin Cummins 450Cs
 6oyl8.3tdiesels

the pilothouse is extremely good
all round, whether on the plane or
not, and even astern,

In the pilothouse particularly, it
is simply a matter of settling into
your contoured seat and flying by
joystick. Our only misgiving
concerns the rather small
double-gauged engine
instruments, no doubt chosen
because of their styling, which are
awkward to scan quickly.

Noise levels are commendably
low, especially in the pilothouse.

Conclusions

The aesthetic appeal of some of
Carver's earlier designs is of
course allin the eye of the
beholder. But we make no
apologies for appreciating the
newer, softer lines they are now
introducing across the range,

This is a most likeable boat
inside too, with the pilothouse its
trump card. The fit-out and

whilst details like having
cupboards wood-ined make all
the difference. The only
disappointment is the twin-bunk
guest cabin, which appeared
compromised given the size of
the rest of the accommodation.
The days of our test threw up

a boat of this size, but it appears
there is little that would cause it a
problem in any case, what with
plenty of boat in the water, an
even weight distribution and
capable rudders.

In short, this is a big, spacious
and comfortable cruiser that will

nothing which was likely to trouble | not mind being used. O

A rpm  |knots? |gph‘r lIph'f mpgt |range* |trim | fiybg |master | saln | plthse

I 1500 | 102 |82 |37 |1.24 | 657 [15 | 65 70 71 | 65
1750 | 11.8 [12.1 | 55 [0.97 | 514 35 | 67 71 72 | 68
2000 | 15.3 (183 | 83 | 084 | 445 40 | 68 72 72 | 69
2250 |18.3 |239 |110 |0.77 | 408 |40 | 69 75 74 | 70
2500 | 21.6 [32.0 [145 |068 | 360 |40 | 70 78 77 | 71

'| 2650 | 24.1 (388 |176 | 0.62 | 330 | 40 | 72 80 79| 74

# Measured by radar gun.  Calculated from engine manufacturers' figures. * Allows 20% margin.
“ELERATION ~ 0-20 knots, 11.1sec

CONDITIONS ~ wind westerly Force 2, sea slight

engineering are heavy-gauge,

40

LOAD -~ fuel 25%, water 50%, crew 3

MOTOR

450hp at 2600rpm

£376,995 ex VAT
as standard

CYS Yacht Sales,
Shamrock Quay, William

Street, Northam,
Southampton, Hampshire

S0145QL.

Tel: 01703235421. |
T
Carver Boat Corporation, [ReiEES
PO Box 1010, Pulaski,
Wisconsin 54162, USA.
~ Tel:(1)9208221600.

BOATS MONTHLYEL



