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-_a-'.sv'-:;;—_-}; when I spotted this bright

' red workboat with a

| Linssen badge. A closer
lock found a seriously
2|  up Sturdy, butis
price to pay for all

Linssen's latest 9" series has gone
all ‘off-road’ with oodles of macho,
workboat accessories. Is this the
toughest steelboat yet?

rREPORT BY MARK TURLEYJ
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ntil recently, Dutch steel cruisers
tended to sport traditional aft
cabins. Now, however, sedan
layouts — which deliver the saloon
and cockpit on one level —are

’%‘”’ wing in popularity. The downside is you lose
L fpacious master cabin aft but given that
any of us boat as couples, a choice of sleeping
accommedation isn't always the main concern
rormany boaters, day-tripping, entertaining and
making day-to-day life as easy as possible takes

i Ve boarded a workboat-style Linssen

' Nordic - the 2010 winner of European
rboat of the Year - to check out the latest
and loudest cockpit example.

Design & build

Linssen Intreduced the'9'series to streamline
i-;r-.':Lllucan over its fully bespoke Mk Il series. The
upsie for customers is that you get Linssen
‘_1ua||r';x butatless of a prernium, as long as you
are hopu Lo accept the standard layout offered.
The 280 available as a sedan or an' aft cabin

FACTFILE

Linssen 29.9
Sedan Nordic
LOA: 31ft 7in (9.6m)
PRICE: from
£167,600

TOP SPEED: 7.2

June 2 1(’mOtor")o‘_"tsmo“th|y-co.uk

The Nordic
favours rubber over
rope fendering

(AC) - typifies this approach, but here the yard's
traditional look has been given a workboat
‘Nordic’makeover.

The Nordic package (also available on the 34.9)
is available in three levels. The basic package
does away with the cute, over-sized, rope
fendering and replaces it with chunky rubber, a
Magma red hull, a white superstructure and a
larger bathing platform, Exactly how much you
load up on the commercial look depends on
how much you feel like spending, but even the
basic package is a hefty £15k extra. More
expensive packages include cheque-plate decks
and a trawler-style steadying mast.

Workboat annotations and prices aside, how
does this boat appeal? As mentioned before, the
main advantage of the Sedan format over the AC

BOAT REPORT

layout is that the saloon and cockpit are on one
level, avoiding all that scurrying up and down a
companionway. The Sedan’s cockpitis a
really good size and if al-fresco dining
appeals to you, there is room to add to
the fixed seating wvith free-standing
chairs and a table.
Unlike the AC layout, the Sedan has

The Nordic has a substantial bathing platform
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Optional steadying mast
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The saloon typifies the ‘9’ series look — clean|

no exterior driving position — the port-side helm
| sits ahead of the galley in the saloon. If you're
worried this might feel a bit enclosed, you can
open up the area by opting for the 'Variodeck'~a
large sliding sunroof with a similarly big price tag.
There is only one sleeping cabin, which is
pleasant and roormy, but if you need to put up
friends or famnily for a few nights, the saloon . B}
dinette will convertinte d good-sized double Design & build
herth. Washing facilities are split between atoilet  Fpa layout makes
compartmentand a large, separate shower jife easier but the

walk-through access to the bathing platform,

work to be done.

safe, easy-to-use decks

ooking with plenty of warm woodwork

which is especially important on boats heading

forinland use where there is plenty of mooring Linssen’s aft-cabin boats S EEN

Independent of what colou

superstructure end up painte
and overall finish is first class and the level of

Exterior

are always pretty easy t0
r the hull and bioard as their side decks
d, their fabrication ate positioned at a
conveniently low height
above the pontoon. Much the same can be said
for the Nordic, except that your passage is
helped by a handrail and broad steps set along
the inside of the cockpit. A chunky transom door
allows access to the bathing platform, which is
with rubber fendering but fabricated in

Handy dedicated
plass storage

engineering and fitout is
well executed,

The underwater sections
run from a topside chine
down to a full-length keel,
with a shoe passing under finished

cubicle, and this practical idea works to Nordic look won't
everyone’s advantage. appeal to everyone the prop to both protect it stainless steel (so if knocked it won't go rusty).
The Nordic boasts wide, safe, side decks and ‘//‘/ and support the bottom Solid teak decking In the cockpit and to the

of the rudder. bench seating comes as standard but one of the

The spacious cockpit is laid with teak as standard, cheque-plate costs more

June 24

nordic packages offers a tread-plate finish,
although we think it's a shame to shun the teak.
Srorace is confined to the under-deck lazarette
Lt although it's @ good size, it's odd that lockers

Jou feel safe and secure moving along the 12in
¢itle decks, thanks to the good depth of gunwale
el accompanying guard and handrails. At the
hewe 2 manual windlass is supplied as standard
but going electric is optional. The chain feeds
dovert inte an enclosed locker accessed via a
hatch in the cabin's forward bulkhead, rather than
one atdecl: level The rest of the mooring
hardvvare is well placed with 10in cleats sited
amidships, fore and aft. The aluminium mast seen
hore colmes complete with a steadying sail as part
af the top-ranking Nordic
package. It also takes care
of whatever antennas
e NordiG Lok may require housing and
fiash and Wil does away with the rather
handle a bashing handsorne, swept
w w‘"”r\;/\/ foredeck mast that is
usually fitted.

Accommodation

i 3l but sub-zero conditions you will want to

cruce with the beautifully built cockpit doors

epen, which means the saloon can extend

s=amlesily into the cockpit.

) Immediately inside the doors to starboard is a

i oa.ter dinette, which readily convertsto a

Jousic berth when required. Across from this is

the galley and helm station. The former has a

‘1 three-burner hob and a large circular

ink se into a raised Corian work surface, but

mgre iz limited countertop workspace. This

ide, the galley works well, with deep,

g.len‘erous»sized drawers and an under-sink

(\pcar'd, c‘omplete with a bin and shelves.

> D(FH{E in a dedicated drawer tucked in the

Base g settee, and there is a mid-sized fridge
ithin the helm seat plinth.

%

Sink

laven't been incorporated into the cockpit seating,

Although th i i :
gh the 29.9 only has one cabin, the dinette sofa readily pulls out to form a generous double

The only sleeping cabin forward is really
comfortable with a domestic-sized double
flanked with shelves, but all the Nordic’s
surfaces are devoid of fiddled edges.

This is a shame because not only do they
stop things rolling off, they also add an
element of interest to the high-quality joinery.

Clothes storage is good, with two sets of
shelved cupboards and a deep drawer in the
base of the bed. Additional bulk storage can be
found under the berth and for items that
need to be hung up, there is a wardrobe out

The forecabin i :
IS spacious with a domestic-sized double beth

201! rTrIc'tmboat-"momhIy co.uk

by the companionway steps.

The toilet compartment is generous in size and
can be accessed from the saloon and the cabin. A
notable feature is the large basin set in a good

expanse of countertop,

which is something th
A i ame
galley is lacking.

Big on lounging but A separate and equally

fimited galley work generous shower room,
surface situated opposite,

is fitted with a useful
\/\/\/\/ leak-slatted seat. ))

The toilet and shower compartments are split. The shower is excellent

39



Cambrianboats.com

kg leisze tones platause tioe

SSutH"West acht Brokers
T 7.,_, 01752 401421

&

QUIPPE

> ——

CLIPPER 52

SUPERB BUILD QUALITY

- EXTENSIVELY E

_ SENSIBLY PRICED

Clipper 40 Clipper 45 Clipper 48 Clipper 52

Cli pper 36 Clipper Medway

Clipper Hambie Boat tests available

1 Huntsman Road
J Hambie Point Marina, School Lane

Hamble, Hampshire, UK 5031 4JN
- AnAon aQo 7an

Www.clippermotoryachts.co.uk N

Clipper 60

Wiaritime Marina LK Ltd s
The Jainers Shop, Histarical Diﬁ-
Chatham, Kent MES 4TZ

E: medwayZclippermotoryachts 4

performance & handling

The hull's full-length keel ensures plenty of
directional stability and when the rudder is put
et it can still turnin its own length, and that's
ithout any help from the bow thruster. That
would still go for a bow thruster and one is
included - along with heating and a few other
inuit haves — in the Deluxe upgrade. Motoring
astorn s pretty easy too, and despite the initial
prop walk (helpful when coming alongside in
mrary instances) when your speed increases
veull quickly have reasonable steerage.

[t vou vwant to maintain a healthy balance
’c-e'w:/ economy and progress, a cruising
speed of 6 knots at 2200rpm delivers just over
Sipa. An extra couple of knots are available
ould vou need to punch a tide, and it was
aood to find that the bow doesn't bury itself in
(s much water but lifts slightly and parts the
11 cleanly, There is also plenty of scope to

said, Ty

motorboatsmonthly.co.uk

Just the one engine installation is
offered - a single four-cylinder Voivo
D2 rated to 55hp — and this is all that
is required. It looks a bit lostin its
compartment beneath the saloon
sole, but the decking benefits from
built-in rubber insulation and a layer
of anti-vibration matting separates it
from the steel structure. Also worth
noting is the Aquadrive coupling
and the vibration deadening ‘sand
box'fabricated to the hull above the
propeller.
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LINSSEN 29.9 NORDIC

important factors when it comes to inland work.
Our test was conducted on a Dutch inland
waterway so out-and-out sea-keeping couldn't
be assessed, but there is no reason to suspect
that the Nordic would do anything wayward;
the slightly larger 34.9, proved easy going
when we had it out in open water a few years
back.The only element we couldn't test out
was the steading sail, and whether it could
help reduce this hull's inherent tendency to roll
in a beam sea.
A comfortable helm seat and good view out is
essential when it comes to slow boating, as you
may end up helming for several hours at a time.

If you want to
maintain a healthy
balance between
economy and
progress, cruising at
6 knots at 2200rpm
delivers smpg
L -

Deck stowage is confined to the lazarette

a1




5o it was good to find that the Nordic’s large,
single helm seatis adjustable fore and aft, and
the controls were within easy reach. The console
has room fora small,
flush-mounted plotter

Performance

& handling along with a few other
The 55hp s well bits and pieces, but we
mannered and would have preferred the
economical screen set at an angle, as

flat screens can be
awkward to see,

I

specification & value

Building in steel —especially to this high-end
finish — Is a time consuming and costly business.
Linssen boats are pretty pricey 1o begin with, even
with:a standard fitoug, and the poor showing of
the pound against the euro only makes things
worse.To get close to an all-up price the standard
spec needs some hefty reinforcement from the
optians list, and if you opt to go Nordicthereisa
rpinimum £15,000 charge on lop—a dizzying
charge to move from rope to rubber,

You really need the £13,000 Del uxe Pack, which
gives you a bow thruster, heating and shorepower
(but still no battery charger - another £1500). And
the other extras worth considering include the
canvas package and the Variodeck sunrcof,
adding a further £15,000t0 the bottom line

With this in mind a fully functional 29.9 Nordicis
pushing £200,000, and although this will buy you
avery nice boat, for similar money you could go
bigger, as well as checkout the British competition
(such as Westwood, Haines and Sheerline). The

only downside with the British yards is that they
only produce GRP boats and it has to be said that
in European waterways it

Specification B difficult to beat a bit of
5 value confidence-inspiring steel
Pricey to start with Sre;seq W‘t: heﬁ{ hink
and the costs only ’en Iermg mm, i .
g0 one way —up Imﬁnal.ly getting to grips
// with this Nordic thing,
after all.

MBM verdict

There's no denying Linssen

build quality boats, and 29.9

sedan works well as either a

tourer or a weekend cottage. If
erring towards the latter we'd

stick with the original styling but our
initial scepticism regarding the
Nordic version is starting to wain —
it's certainly different and it makes
-good sense if you intend :
exploring in earnest.

IS

specifications
BUILD e W steel
BCD C_
I:‘IiG\TH _O_\ﬂ?f«&l.___ _ _ilﬂ: 7in (8.6m)
HULL LENGTH e 29ftlin (8.8_rT_\)_
BEAM ~ monGam
P__l?_AEGﬂ__‘ N 3ft3in(£)_rn_)
e&D%lﬂ(jﬂ__d_ 7ft 9in (2.4m)
DISPLACEMENT - 8 tonnes
FUEL CAPACITY_ . - 5359!_(54_0&
WATER CAPACITY _ . dhenl 2200

key dimensions
YV|DTH OF SIDE DECKS sy 12in (3(10_@
v}—ﬂEﬁD_RC_)PM IN SALOON__ ______ . Gﬁ4in 1.9m)
I_'—_O_RECABIN IEER_TH 6ft 6in X Sf't_Oin (20 x 1.5m)_
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performance
Engines B single Volvo Penta D2-_55_dies_el_
g:_nigyﬂgﬂ — 4cy), 2.21t, 55hp @ 3000PM
gﬂdi_ti_bﬁ__ wind NE'ly, Force 2, sea state calm
I__oad - fuel 7§0_70,_v!a£er£5_07_o. crew 5
rpm  knots egph iph mp range noise
200 36 - = 2 - e
soo a8 07 3 69 293 G
T S 225 63
2500 65 15 7 43 8 86
2900 73 26 2 28 M8 66

Rrange figures quoted above are inmiles based on
standard fusl tanks and include a 209 margin. GPH &
MPG refer toimperial gallons. These flaures may vary due
to weather conditions, air, water, engine temperature,
crew numbers, hull fouling, fuel guality and other issues.
Nolse readings in dB(A) were taken in the wheslhouse.

prices
Ine VAT

with singie VoD, 2  £I87,800
DE LUXE PACK (bow thruster, heater, shorepower

STANDARD BOAT

and antifoul) £13,000

NORDIC PACKAGE Il — eazso
SHOREPOWER n = £1980
l_E!ATTERY CHARGER/INVERTER £3940

VARIODECK SUNROOF = _ﬁﬂ_,_“_o_
ELECTRIC WINDLAS_S_"_ W __1198__0_
COCKPIT CANOPY £4080
I:ri_ces based on €11to the pound

BOAT AS TESTED £221,200

ENQUIRIES Berthon Tel: 01590 647444
www.linssenyachts.co.uk

CAPRICE ACE 34

HAINES SEDAN 31 JETTEN 34

From £128,000 From £149,000 From £190,000

If the Nordic's sedan Rival Dutch steel builder This Dutch uard's answer o
layoutsuits but you would Jetten offer a 33-footer with an entry-level cruiser is this
prefera GRP boat, this British muchthesame layout as sedan model. It's stil pricey
yard's 31-footer shouldtickall  thelinssen,one cabinwitha butis slightly biggerthan
the boxes. seperate toilet and shower. Linssen's 29.9 Sedan.

Tel: 01692 582180 Tel: 0118 9401773 Tel: 01202 826800
hainesmarine.co.uk valwgattmarine.co.uk imperial—motorgachts.com
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