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Boat Report

ISEALINE
§420 STATESMAN

. Wetested Sealine’ssecond largest model in tandem with Volvo Penta’s
| f.:;-f;‘a— compact new 370hp turbocharged diesels, and consulted a devotee
of the marque for I first impressions,
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The latest Statesman fills the gap between
Sealine International's 410 and flagship 450
models, but it differs from both in that it adheres to
the more conventional layout of a one-level cockpit
and saloon, rather than having a raised cockpit with
an aft cabin tucked underneath. .

Introducing a second model at just over 40ftis a
clever move by these very ‘alternative’ British
builders, allowing them to offer two quite
contrasting flybridge craft in what is a very
competitive sector of the market.

While checking out the cruiser which enters the
range as Sealine’s second-argest, we were equally
pleased to get our hands on the latest engine from
the Volvo Penta stable. Our test boat had a pair of
370hp TAMD 63Ps, the first UK installation of this
latest variant of the 60-series 5.5t block.

Design

The 420 sports a tunnel hull of medium-vee with
variable deadrise, panning out from 20° amidships
to 16° at the transom. The prop tunnels, not over-
pronounced in this model, allow the inclination of the
shaft, and thus the engines themselves, to be kept
as low as possible. This in turn minimises the height
of the engine space, and thus the whole
superstructure. _

As is customary with the current generation of
Sealines, the stem is given plenty of rake, with an
exaggerated bulb towards the gunwale which
incorporates the stemhead fitting for the ground
tackle. At the transom, a substantial integral bathing
platform runs forward into the topsides, which are in
turn fashioned with bold, curved knuckles.

In a motorboating world
sometimes in danger of
uniformity, Sealines
continue to stand out from
the crowd. With the 420,
they have once again
combined distinctive
design and unique fittings
With practical touches
Such as a canopy and
table installed in the
fiybridge overhang (left)
and stowage points
utilising dead space
throughout the boat,
Neluding in the galley
Mlght) and the master
Cabin (far right).

Exterior

So long as the boat is moored port side to, boarding
could not be easier. The bathing platform extends
right to the edge, and the topside counter is eased
to give a simple step aboard from a pontoon,
allowing access to the cockpit via the transom door
to port. When boarding from starboard, you will be
hampered if davits and a tender are in situ, although
a mid-height step allows you to hop over the
coaming into the cockpit.

The transom incorporates a fender stowage
locker which can also be modified for storing a
liferaft and doubles as a plinth for a passerelle.

The cockpit's curved settee is topped off with a
handrail around the coaming, and benefits from
amoulded table. The seat lockers have fully
moulded liners, and itis here that you find the gas
bottle stowage.

| T

'E

When not in use, the table stows in a drop-down
locker incorporated in the overhead flybridge
extension. Also stowed here, secured
semi-permantly along its top edge, is the cockpit
canopy; in a clever arrangement, this can simply be
unrolled and clipped along the bottom and sides.

Beneath the sole is a huge lazaret, accessed via a
good-sized hatch supported on gas struts. A GRP
liner covers the bilge, extending right out to the full
beam of the vessel and forming a protective enclave
for the steering gear, although a detachable cover
allows you access. The moulding incorporates the
water tank and battery boxes as well as the
mountings for a generator set. Also found down
here is the main battery isolator and freshwater
pump, while a hatch in the forward bulkhead leads to
the after portion of the engineroom.

The 420 has the Sealine hallmark of an integral
stairwell leading up to the flybridge. As ever the
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base, can be wound up and down depending upon
whether it is cocktails or lunch time, and its fold-out
flaps allow six people to dine. A closer look at the
table reveals that while it is fully open it is dead flat,
but that if you fold the leaves in the border on their
underside gives you a slight retaining lip — clever
stuff. Sealine’s distinctive two-tier window design
allows those seated a good view outside.

A chunky stainless steel rail lends a guiding hand
up the couple of steps to the starboard helm
position, and continues along the moulding in front
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heads, together with the trim tab controls. The rest
of the console, towards the co-pilot's side, is left flat
for chartwork, with a tray that will take pencils and
dividers — or perhaps itis just for sunglasses!

Running below is a deep portion of angled fascia
for mounting any amount of electronics, including a
radar, an array which can easily be viewed by both
skipper and navigator. Overhead are the ready-use
switches, as well as a legend indicating the status of
lights and bilge pumps.

To port at a lower level is the galley area, open-

Julie 11, Ray and Julie

oven/grill. The large fridge, with a freezer
compartment, is a dualvoltage model. A range of
large and small cupboards, with plenty of shelving,
should take care of most items, although one or two
drawers are needed to complete the picture.

_ The sole area is thoughtfully covered in wipe-Clean
tiles. Carpeted sections lift to reveal a couple of
deep bulk storage trays, which are removable for
inspecting the bilge and seacocks. Ventilation is by
way of a couple of smart, overhead round ports,
which set off the superstructure well enough but
might have been supplemented by an extractor fan.
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is only of the faced, single-foam variety, but in
fairness it has been applied to practically every
available surface, including the usually forgotten
reverberating tanks.

Performance and handling

It was while we were preparing to undertake our own
trials on the boat that we met Ray Hankey (see p42),
who this year took delivery of his eleventh Sealine, a
420 with 62-series engines. His first 150 hours
running included cross-Channel sorties and
excursions to the West Country from his home port
of Weymouth, plus a full month touring the Channel
Islands and adjacent coasts.

He reported that his return crossing was
completed with a Force 6 blowing off the bow.
Backing off, there was a measure of water flying but
Julie 11 gave a sure enough passage even so.

We ourselves failed to find any exacting
conditions in which to test the 420. Both during our
trip on Ray's boat off Guernsey and during our own
engine trials with Volvo, we encountered only flat
seas and a gentle breeze, any lumps of wash we
could find being picked off without a murmur.

The helm we found light, however, the hull
responding in a predictable manner through the
various manoeuvres and high-speed turns.

Our table gives full performance data, butitis
worth highlighting the most significant figures.

The top speed of 28.8 knots is around a knot
faster than we had earlier achieved with a TAMD 62-
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powered boat. This disparity grows to a couple of
knots between 2000rpm and 2400rpm, suggesting
that the lighter turbochargers on the new 63Ps are
having a beneficial effect, with a much steadier
throughput of power. Further evidence for this is
improved acceleration, the time from 0-20 knots
being cut from 15sec to under 11sec, with the
added bonus of barely any of the usual fuel-rich dark
exhaust smoke.

A constant load 2400rpm, giving a cruising
speed of just over 23 knots, makes for well over the
1mpg which is a benchmark for a boat of this size.
Trim, 5-5%° when up and running, could be reduced
to 4° for head-sea work with full tab.

Noise levels, both inside and out, were fine up to a
2400rpm cruising setting; beyond this, the cockpit
started to feel the higher exhaust resonances.

Conclusions

This second Sealine of around the 40ft mark
reiterates the clever design features which make for
such a practical and enjoyable approach to boating
in the rest of the range. This is clearly demonstrated

by the early experience of Ray and Julie Hankey, who

very much lived aboard throughout their one-month
Channel Islands cruise rather than scuttling ashore
at every opportunity.

Sealine tell us they envisage most of their
production going over to Volvo's 63P engine, which

creates a nicely matched package, although 62s will
[l

still be available for the forseeable future.

Leaner and meaner

part from the increase in

horsepower, from 330hp to 370hp,
there are several other developments
which make Volvo Penta’s TAMD 63P
effectively a new engine rather than just a
tweaked TAMD 62.

The first is installation size, which
Volvo claim is cut by something like 30%.
This has been achieved by modifying and
relocating items such as the header tank,
the aftercooler and the air filters, i
reducing the envelope of the engine as a
whole while still keeping service items
accessible. ’

With both width and length now .
comparable to the 42-series engines, |
builders should be able to offer an
increased power package in boats down
to around 36ft (11m). And if you have no
call for the full-blown P unit, a 318hp
version is in the offing.

The second advantage |
exhaust emissions. As far as we are
aware, this is the only engine of its si
which complies with the strict Swiss
Lakes regulations. On start-up and during
acceleration, smoke was barely
noticeable, which is something of an
achievement when you consider that this
is still a directdinjection engines.

Extra fine atomisation of the fuel (due
to five-hole injectors and a higher-
pressure injection pump) and a ‘slow-mix
combustion chamber ensure a thorough
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mix with the air, and a controlled,
complete burn. This is aided further
during acceleration by the lighter
wastegated turbocharger, which begins
shovelling in the extra air needed to burn
the increased fuel at much lower rpm.
Maximum torque is achieved at
1800rpm.

It is worth noting that the unit's
e ?._—-_.—-

those of the 62

making for inter
possibilities with older boats.
For further information contact Volvo
rspool Way, Watford,
WD2 8HW.

Builders

Sealine International,
Whitehorse Road,
Kidderminster,
Worcestershire DY10 1HT.
Tel: 0562 740900.

footprint (the location of its mountings
and gearbox alignment) is the same as

and the previous bl,
esting re-engining




