ACT FILE
T\Z ut 47
LOA: 47ft 51“
(14.46m)
prICE: from
£526,724
TOP SPEED:
32 knots

ifty foot flybridge boats really are like

buses. Before solicitors sharpen their

quills, let us position this statement.

You wait for one achingly brilliant

three cabin cruiser to come along,
and then three turn up at once. Sealine launches
its T50, so Fairline comes up with a

groundbreaking Phantom 48, which, of course,
meant that Azimut had to respond with a new
and equally exciting 47. A boat that provides

more wow factor than an arsonist in a firework
factory, the 47 seems to deliver the full salvo of
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style and creativity we know this builder is
capable of. But has Azimut missed a trick by not
pushing for a full beam master cabin?

Design & Build

With Fairline and Sealine, and pretty much
everyone else, offering up full beam master
suites to the nice people who hand them half a
million quid, Azimut’s decision not to do the
same seems a bit odd. But consider this: in place
of your own full beam luxury retreat you get to
be magnanimous and adored by your guests,

When it comes to the sleeping arrangements who's more, "—*
important, you or your guests? That's the burning questior
when it comes to buying a new 50-footer [rerort v cart riciarson] |
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for which you can thank the 47's three spaC|ouS i thin. The quality of mouldings, both outside

cabins. And that’s not two cabins and a

compromlsed third shoebox complete with

child-sized bunk beds, but three highly desnrablfl

cabins with side by side and double berths. OF | i

course, there are a couple of other teasers to |Ufé

you in, the main one being some typically

enthralling Azimut style. L‘T
The 47 looks imposing from any angle. It

dazzles with its side profile of sharp window lmE‘

including those fantastic sections of glass cut infl

the topsides, promising so much for the cabins

andin, are jm
e

presswe They complement the

Most of the high pedigree builders are
“advocates of the fresh new interior designs we
have seen appearing these last few years, but
Azimut s the trendsetter. Style powerhouses, like
its 625, set the tone for the 47. You can see and
feel the influence of these larger boats, with the

X-factor, which allows the 47 to
> NO other IS something the Italians

on to invest in the vacuum resin
que employed on all of its boats

ave ang the rest ry to emulateq9q

AZIMUT 47

aged leather and light textured oak cabinetry
that adorn the 47. Quality of finish and detail is a
huge element on this boat. Behind the scenes
the solid white oak is found making up the liners
of lockers. For all its contemporary grace, this
boat is made up of craftsmanship and detail
from a bygone era, and that includes the lost art
of choice,
The upholstery and gel coated

sections of the interior can be accented

to suit. There are three grades of leather,
each one available in various colours,
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The saloon, with its low slung seating and opulent textures, is more like a late night lounge. The small bar table rises up and out into a large dining area

For the record our test boat came with the lowest
grade of leather, which was sublime.

On entering the boat the sheer emotion of all
this finish leaves you breathless, but among the
form there is real function. Seating is plentiful and
space wide and open. The final piece of the
interior design puzzle sees
the galley sited below
decks, leaving the saloon
free to wallow in social
graces and even finding
room for a smart raised-up
breakfast bar.

Design & build

Visually enthralling
three cabin design

I

Accommodation

Assuming you are the caring, sharing type, and
have opted for the Azimut's three cabin harmony
over master cabin gluttony, you might still find
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yourself in a quandary. Do you use the forward
master or move aft to the slightly smaller, but far
more rewarding guest quarters? It is here that
those hull side windows, starting just above the
waterling, really deliver, connecting you with the
sea in a way that the forward cabin, even with its
array of cool angular ports, never could.

And it’s as if the forward cabin knows itis up
against it In place of the simple elegance of the
guest cabins, the master displays itself like some
loved up warbler, with lockers, lights and fancy
bits everywhere you look. You will not want for
stowage space, as the whole berth lifts on gas
struts, opening up a large locker, plus there are
more drawers below, Long eyeline cak lackers
around the double berth open as one to allow
you to rummage with ease, and you get two full-
length, cedar-lined hanging lockers, one of which
has a neat fold out dressing mirror. It’s all so

The patio-style doors make for a great view out, but they did rattle abit  The oak galley looks perfect, but it's quite limited

thoughtful, but you still might want to head aft
to those windows. If you want a bit of titillating
specification here, simply pull out one of the
under berth drawers and remember that on
most other boats you would need lift up the
mattress and delve into the bilge for any stowed
kit underneath.

Both of the guestcabins come with big side by
side berths, but those in the starboard quarters
can slide together to make a double, Six berths,
served by two suitably luxurious en suites, as
standard is pretty good but if yow need more, an
optional double bed folds out from the saloon
seating. At £3000 it's not cheap butitis easy to
use and way more comfortable than the usual
table down infill system. Failing this, there is the
optional crew cabin below the cockpit seating.
Tight on space - the toilet is the last step on the
ladder down - there is a decent berth here, but

4

with no separate lazarette on the 47, you need to
remernber that this £13,000 extra may well end
up being nothing more than very expensive
fonder storage.

Al this talk of sleeping cabins ignores the fact
that the Azimut is one hell of a place to be awake
in. The opulence of the saloon is unrelenting in its
s z2nid detail but also offers some of the most
comfortable, welcoming and understated
onboard style vou will find, Low slung seating
dressed with neat table lamps is more lounge
than saloon, with the facing bench over to port
an addition that creates the perfect social set up,
That caid, a lack of everyday stowage in the
aleon miaht lead you to consider swapping the
port seat for the optional cabinet.

The raized up area of seating forward — the term

e does notdoitjustice, this is an elevated
spresse lounge — s, in every sense of the word,

the high peint of a sublime saloon. The perfect

place to take a morming cuppa, it also

dermonstrates the quality of Azimut's interiors.

at table slides and hinges on magnificent

stainless steel fixings while a razor sharp line of

silluminates its surface. Similarly, the main

'ntableis equally able to multitask, shifting

The

-nce at the touch of a button.
su do wish to dine aboard, the galley's
11ous proportions seem just the job. Up
theugh, much of the vast space at the foot
of the stairwell is just that, space. The galley itself
s 1o make do with a cameo role as it hugs the
iorvard bulkhead. The finish, of course, is sharp
Wit aluminium and stainless steel fascias, and
the sl important fridge freezer is a decent size,
kspace is minimal, as is stowage. Some
reiiuie is taken off this by the three oak drawers
inthe saloon. Concealing the standard array of
Azimut branded crockery
and glassware, these
drawers are as neat as
they come, but Azimut
still felt the need to cover
thermn up with a clean, one
piece oak cover.

IS

| - , Forthe full 7,
Two en suites provide plenty of ro? Ul eifect of these cabin windows go to www.mbmclub.com

There's plenty of gadgets adorning this helm

Exterior

Well covered up by the huge flybridge overhang,
the aft cockpit could easily become an extension
of the saloon. Proper, high backed seats, rather
than a mere bench, are laid on, served by their
own bar fridge, All you need is a decent canopy

b Thisisnt a dinette,
it's an elevated
espresso lounccee

and you are away. A standard fit passarelle is
accessed from this area. The 47's Med-style access
goes some way 1o explaining the enclosed
pathing platform design, which doesn't allow
easy access from the side, making UK pontoon
access tricky.

While we are on a rare drawback we might as
well get the rest out of the way, as they all
nappen to be on deck, The Azimut is an
accomplished, incredibly smart vessel. But Med
smart and UK smart differ on the subject of teak.
We, of the colder climate, love teak for its warmth,
while those further south see it as an expensive
toy for the sun's rays to play with and then spoil.
Hence, the Azimut comes with zero timber on its
decks, not even the bathing platform. There are
rore problems up top. The Azimut simply cannot

BOAT REPORT

The elevated breakfast bar with an extending table

match the top decks of the Fairline Phantorm 48
or Sealine T50 in.terms of design or finish, Both of
these boats offer excellent loafing and dining
options. The Azimut has a decent, if basic, spread
of sunpad forward but the plentiful seating aft is
ruined by a cumbersome table, which turns what
should be a great on-deck accessory into an
ornate obstruction. On another boat it might pass
as merely acceptable, but compared to the
wonders created below it seems poor.

Back at deck level normal service resumes,
Deckware is mercifully simple and the side decks
are easy and safe to access from the cockpit, tall
stanchions and a good slice of big boat toerail
smartening them up. With no assigned lazarette,

the compartmentalised

anchor lockers mean you

can stow plenty of rope
Disappointing up here, while Azimut's
flybridge sqjuare nose design to the

/‘// forward sections increases

deck space,

Engine options and access

Access is about as straightforward as it gets. Safe
steps lead you down to a white, insulated cube
with engines in. Itis all very clinical and
beautifully engineered. For daily checks a lead

A great master cabin, but the windows don't compare to those in the guest quarters
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BOAT REPORT

Big, clean and easy to use deckware, what a joy

> light is on hand to peer into those tight
corners, while a pressure wash system is
laid on to keep it all clean. Fuel sight tubes, drain
cocks and big filters make keeping your engines
running that bit simpler while access around the
entire bay is good. The only problem you will
have is if the starboard engine throws an impeller,
access is nigh on impossible. Aside from this
issue, the 575hp Caterpillar engines suit their
environment perfectly.
SN  Fittingly, their white finish
S access and compact look is the
Clean and serene final flourish in a boat that
engineering wants to excel in form and
/‘/// function. And they are not
bad on the water either.
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These supportive high backed seats are excellent

Performance and handling

On the water, this boat couldn't feel more laid
back if it had a towel wrapped round its waist.
Qur test figures, though, do suggest a great
partnership of horsepower and hull,
corroborating the builder’s decision to offer just
the one engine option. The Cats provide a 32
knot top end delivered with clockwork efficiency.
And with economy and ride quality actually
improving as you accelerate up from 20 knots to
25 knots, you don't need many more excuses to
nail those throttles. This kind of performance is
only matched by the T50 we tested last year, but
from there on the Brits do steal a march.
Compared to the ridiculously nimble Sealine
this boat is narcoleptic. Much of thisis down to a

Performance
& handling

steering system that feels only vaguely interested spec|f|catlon and value

in the rudders. Ten locks were counted, but by

the time you have taken three the boat is turning
as far and as fast as it intends to.The steering feels
even more distant from the flybridge and needs

to be changed for the main production run.
Disinterested steering aside, the hull'is less
dynamic than the quickfire Brits, Rather than

cutting a purposeful groove through what was a

comparatively calm sea, the ride wallows a little
and the bows can ride up. In bigger seas this
could create that bit more slam forward, but

there is a cure. If you want to hit sports mode just

add 30% of tabs and whole boat stiffens up.

From the lower helm, Azimut's build quality has

been honed to reduce noise. The excellent
engine bay insulation and anti-rattle strips
around all of the cabin door frames do their bit,
but the huge lobby area around the galley does
allow noise to reverberate out.

The helm itself was designed by aeronautical
experts and its twin 12in plotter screens and
eyeline engine instrumentation add an air of
seriousness. Set off by the three-spoke steering
wheel, the dash area ignites the emotions of
power and performance you want without
hindering your view
forward. The only small

seat could have been
shunted a few inches to
port, allowing it to be the

Laid back efficiency
but dull steering

L4

Access to the 47's engine room couldn't be easier

issue is whether the helm

two-seater it's meant to be

M Specification
. & value

The bigger the boat, the more kit there is to stick
on it. But (stop me if I've said this a few times
before) massive differences in what constitutes
standard equipment and optional extras mean
that the true cost of a boat may not be known
until it rolls up at your berth.

In general, | don't think it’'s unfair to suggest that
Azirﬁut are at the upper end of the pound per
foot scale, but its economical 575hp Cats keep
the 47 in touch with its larger rivals who require
bigger, more expensive engines to equal the
same 30 knot performance.

The £525,000 base price needs work though. To
geta new 47 prepped and shipped you'll require
close to £10,000. A generator, which many
builders include as standard, will need optioning
in and if you do want even a sliver of timber on
vour decks you will need to shell out for that too.
The end result is the 47 costs about the same as
the bigger boats it will find itself up against. But
then we have to consider the builder’s trump
card: the Azimut style.

The X-factor, which allows the 47 to feel like no
other, is something the Italians do and the rest try
to follow. Call it what you will, depth of finish or
attention to detail, the sheer opulence of this
boat, and the panache that has gone into its
construction, may well be the decider. For me,
this is the smallest boat yet to deliver the full
volley of style and design seen on larger boats,
such as the 625 featured
in our Motor Boat of the
Year Awards. And for
boaters, it's that unique
look and feel that will

appeal more than

money ever will. %
[ J

Verdict

it's the intangibles
that deliver value

Y

In the 47, Azimut has created
a motorboat of rare character
and'charm. There is style and
Opulence, of course, but for
all its daring independence it
Whispers rather than shouts,
and'behind the glamour lies

the soul of a true cruiser.
Arguments can rage on about full
beam master cabins, stodgy
handling and even a slightly dull
flybridge, but here is a boat to
INsSpire the senses. And that is,
3fter all, what boats were put on
this planet to do. 8/10
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Azimut 47 technical data

B SRE
RCD o Category B
LENGTH OVERALL 47ft 5in 94.46@
BEAM B 14ft10in (4.52m)
PRAUGHT . _4ft1in (1._24@)_
PLSPLACEMENT — 18.5 tonnes_
FUEL CAPACITY 440gal (2000It)
WATER CAPACITY _ 150gal (59010

WIDTH OF SIDEDECKS 8in

HEADROOM IN MASTER CABIN
MASTER CABIN BERTH

6ft 3in x 5ft 2in

performance

Engines

twin Caterpillar C9 ACERT
6cyl 8.81t 575hp @ 2500rpm
gonditions v_vi_nd south westerly F3, sea state s@t_
% 95_070. water 59':& cre_wS_

Configuration

Rpm knots Iph gph mpg range noise
1800 17.2 105 23 0.74 260 75
150 205 T8 26 078 275 76
2100 238 136 30 079 279 77
2200 255 145 32 080 282 77
2400 292 172 38 076 267 79
2550 32 200 44 0.72 255 81

Range figures in miles, based on standard fuel
tanks and include a 20970 margin. Noise readings
are in dB(A) and were taken in the saloon.

STANDARD BOAT inc VAT
with twin 575hp Cats £526,724
COMMISSIONING £9433
FLYBRIDGE & COCKPIT CANOPY Eﬂﬁ
STERNTHRUSTER £7738
JOYSTICK CONTROL — £6686
'_I'l_EAQO_CK_PIT L £5672
'_I'EAK SIDEDECKS £6297
GENERATOR (SKWA) £8832
AIR CON / HEATING _£17,738

BOAT AS TESTED £627,000

ENQUIRIES Peters Opall. Tel: 01243 511381, www.petersopal.com

FAIRLINE PHANTOM 48
From £551,075

This is the boat most likely to
cause you anguish. A similar
interior is coupled with better
handling and afullbeam
master cabin.

Tel: 01832 273661

wwwi fairline.com

SEALINE TSO

From £525,000

A class leading flybridge
design and a practical
galley. What is surprising is
the incredible handling and

performance.

Tel: 01562 749100
www.sealine.com

PRINCESS 54

From £616,698

The interior style is more
conservative but the space
is exceptional. Three great
cabins including a fullbeam_
master suite. e

Tel: 01489 557755
www.princess.co.uk
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