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ABS Commitment 
 

American Bureau of Shipping (hereinafter ñABSò) is the premier classification society in the world. The focus of 
ABS is to provide classification services to promote the common safety, environmental and regulatory interests 
of its members and clients, including builders, owners, and operators of ships. Since its inception in 1862, ABS 
has been a global leader in marine safety. With more than 2,000 technical professionals positioned around the 
world, the ABS team has the experience, knowledge, and professional judgment to assist vessel owners and 
operators.  

ABS has established a strict standard of excellence and has earned a reputation for quality service and client 
support. We are committed to providing superior technical and survey services that assist our clients in 
conforming to these standards, thereby encouraging safe and efficient operations. 

 

Our Mission 
 

The mission of ABS is to serve the public interest as well as the needs of our members and clients by 
promoting the security of life and property and preserving the natural environment. 

 

Health, Safety, Quality and Environmental Policy 
 

We will respond to the needs of our members and clients and the public by delivering quality service in support 
of our Mission that provides for the safety of life and property and the preservation of the marine environment. 

We are committed to continually improving the effectiveness of our health, safety, quality and environmental 
(HSQE) performance and management system with the goal of preventing injury, ill health, and pollution. 

We will comply with all applicable legal requirements as well as any additional requirements ABS subscribes to 
which relate to HSQE aspects, objectives, and targets. 
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Foreword 
 

This ABS Quarterly Report on Port State Control (PSC) provides information to owners on deficiencies 
identified on ABS vessels during inspections carried out by the various PSC regimes globally during the 3rd 
Quarter of 2021. This report is being made available to assist owners by providing awareness of potential 
areas of concern that have been identified on ABS classed vessels. 

Port State Control inspections have proven to be an effective tool for eliminating substandard vessels that may 
be in operation, which may impact maritime safety and the marine environment. A ship is regarded as 
substandard if the hull, machinery, equipment or operational safety and the protection of the environment is 
substantially below the standards required by the relevant conventions or if the crew is not in conformity with 
the safe manning document. Evidence that the ship, its equipment, or its crew do not comply substantially with 
the requirements of the relevant conventions or that the master or crew members are not familiar with essential 
shipboard procedures relating to the safety of ships or the prevention of pollution may be clear grounds for the 
PSC inspector to conduct a more detailed inspection. 

  



 

 
 

 
 4 of 27 

Table of Contents 

ABS Commitment ........................................................................................................................... 2 

Our Mission ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

Health, Safety, Quality and Environmental Policy ........................................................................ 2 

Foreword ......................................................................................................................................... 3 

1. ABS Fleet 3rd Quarter Detention Facts ..................................................................................... 5 

1.1 Top Categories for Grounds for Detention .................................................................. 5 
1.2 Photographs .................................................................................................................. 6 
1.3 Top Countries for ABS Vessels Detained .................................................................... 9 

2. 3rd Quarter Intervention Top Deficiencies on ABS Vessels .................................................. 10 

2.1 Top Categories for Deficiency .................................................................................... 10 
2.2 Photographs ................................................................................................................ 11 
2.3 Top Countries for Interventions on ABS Vessels ..................................................... 15 

3. COVID-19 Impact on PSC ......................................................................................................... 16 

3.1 Paris MoU Inspections for 3rd Quarter 2021 ............................................................. 16 
3.2 Tokyo MoU inspections for 3rd Quarter 2021 ........................................................... 17 
3.3 USCG Detentions for 3rd Quarter 2021 ..................................................................... 18 

4. 2021 Paris and Tokyo MoU Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) ................................. 20 

5. 2021 United States Coast Guard Concentrated Inspection Campaign (CIC) ........................ 20 

6a. New Regulations - January 2021 ........................................................................................... 21 

6b. New Regulations - June 2021 ................................................................................................ 22 

7. Industry Links for Port State Control ...................................................................................... 23 

8. Additional Resources ............................................................................................................... 24 

9. ABS Contact Information ï If Your Ship is Detained .............................................................. 27 

 

  



 

 
 

 
 5 of 27 

 

1. ABS Fleet 3rd Quarter Detention Facts 

1.1 Top Categories for Grounds for Detention 

 
For the period July 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021, the top categories for grounds for PSC detentions on ABS 
vessels in the Paris MoU, Tokyo MoU and USCG data base are listed in the table below. For the Paris MoU, 
Tokyo MoU and USCG, there were 244 vessels detained. Of those detained vessels, only 10 vessels were 
classed by ABS. ABS assisted the owner/operator to address the deficencies so that the PSC detention could 
be lifted and the vessel could sail.  
 
 
5-Digit Detention 
Code 

Grounds for Detentions on ABS Vessels 

15199 ISM  
14402 Sewage treatment plant 
13108 Operation of machinery 
13104 Bilge pumping arrangements 
13102 Auxiliary engine 
11113 Launching arrangements for rescue boats 
11104 Rescue boats 
11101 Lifeboats 
07123 Operation of fire protection systems 
07116 Ventilation 
07115 Fire dampers 
07114 Remote means of control (opening, pumps, ventilation, etc.); machinery space 
07109 Fixed fire extinguishing installation 
07108 Ready availability of fire-fighting equipment 
07106 Fire detection and alarm system 
03104 Cargo and other hatchways 
02119 Enhanced survey program 

 

  



 

 
 

 
 6 of 27 

1.2 Photographs 

Photographs show isolated cases of deficiencies found. 

 

             
                

                  Watertight booby hatch with new dog bolts   Damage to electrical installations  
 
 

    
 
Rescue boat davit found corroded   Damage to electrical installations  

 
  
 
 
 

© ABS 

© ABS 

©ABS 

 

©ABS 

 
©ABS 

 

©ABS 

 



 

 
 

 
 7 of 27 

  
  
                Ventilator found corroded - before   Ventilator found corroded ï after 
 

    
 
Paint store CO2 hoses replaced    Missing pipe insulation restored 
 

                
     
           Mooring rope with broken strands    New mooring ropes provided   
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              Missing chains for crew protection    SCBA not fully charged 

 

   

  Ventilator dog broken/missing           Public address speakers not functioning 
 

 

   
 

Emergency switchboard air circuit breaker damaged       Missing lifeboat rations replaced 
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1.3 Top Countries for ABS Vessels Detained 

Of the 10 detained vessels Classed with ABS, the location of the countries where the detention occurred is in 
the table below. As noted above, ABS assisted the owner/operator to address the deficencies so that the PSC 
detention could be lifted and the vessel could sail. 
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United States of America

Canada

France

Indonesia

Austrailia

Top Countries for ABS Vessels Detained
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2. 3rd Quarter Intervention Top Deficiencies on ABS Vessels 

2.1 Top Categories for Deficiency 

For the period July 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021 the top categories for deficiencies on ABS vessels 

that had Port State Control interventions are listed in the table below.  

5-Digit Deficiency Code  Top Categories for Deficiency  

13102 Auxiliary engine 

13101 Propulsion main engine 

13199 Other (machinery) 

11101 Lifeboats 

11104 Rescue boats 

07110 Fire-fighting equipment and appliances 

07106 Fire detection 

04114 Emergency source of power - emergency generator 

02106 Hull damage impairing seaworthiness 

02105 Steering gear 

15150 ISM 

13108 Operation of machinery 

13103 Gauges, thermometers, etc. 
 

04103 
 
Emergency lighting, batteries, and switches 

  

  

 Note: List contains deficiencies that were identified on three (3) vessels or more.  
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2.2 Photographs 

Photographs show isolated cases of deficiencies found. 

             

          
 

Testing engine room fire detector after repair                    Emergency diesel generator high pressure pipe leak  

 

 

   
  

Lifeboat reflective tape replaced     Steam pipe found with corrosion  
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Lifeboat rudder corroded - before  Lifeboat rudder corroded - after 

 
 

  
  
Foam station valve found with broken valve casing replaced            Internal structure buckled due to side shell  

contact damage 
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